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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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“SED OUT 
TO JESUS 


By DR. JOE HENRY HANKINS 


(Message given at Evangelistic 


Conference, Bob Jones University, Greenville, South 
Carolina, June 18, 1948, 


Mechanically recorded for THE SWORD OF THE LORD) 


: = wee ? 

“And it came to pass, that, as they went im the way, a 
eertain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whither- 
soever thou goest. And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head. And he said unto another, 
Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury 
my father. Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their 
dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. And an- 
other also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go 
bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. And 
Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the 

ough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”— 
uke 9:57-62. 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
‘and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all 
thy mind.”—Luke 10:27. 

“And there went great multitudes with him: and he 
turned, and said unto them, If any man come to me, and 
hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be 
my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and 
come after me, cannot be my disciple .. . so likewise, who- 
soever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he 
eannot be my disciple.” —Luke 14:25-27, 33. 

Oh, I wonder if we believe that 
the Lord méant it just that way! 
RM is a mighty straight line that 
the Lord draws, isn’t it? These 

eerie ame 


— 
are soul-searching, heart-search- 
ing words. Many of God’s people, 
I fear, are prone to think of them 
as the multitude of followers did 
when Jesus refused to feed them 
again the second day after the 
miracle of the loaves and fishes. 
He had offered Himself to them 
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(Continued on Page 3) 
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By REV. BOB JONES, Sr., D.D., LL.D. 
Founder Bob Jones University, Greenville, South Carolina 


(Preached a Third Annua! Sword of the 


Lord Evangelistic Conference, Winona 
recorded for THE SWORD OF THE LORD) 
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“When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, 
he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the 


Son of man am? 


And they said, Some say that thou art 


John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one 
of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that 


Il am? 


And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the 


Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 


in heaven. 


And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, 


and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of 


hell shall not prevail against it. 


And I will give unto thee the 


keys of the kingdom of heaten: and whatsoever thou shalt 


}bind on earth shall be bound in-heaven< and whatsoever thou 


shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’’—Matt. 


16:13-19. 


I call your special attention to 
two or three expressions: “Whom 
say ye that I am?” “Thou are 
the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” “Blessed art thous, Simon 
Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my 
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Reports FromAmericas OutstandingSoul Winners 


relists 


By the 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins the evangelists. 


Last Call! 


#pecial Offer, 8-Month Subscription to THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD for $1, with Beautiful Book, “God’s Cure for 
Anxious Care,” Free for Every $3 Worth of Sub- 
scriptions, Closes Midnight, September 15. 

This Is the Last Reminder! P 


— 


This is written Monday, August 
80. Just now we still lack 3,000 
@ubscriptions of having 15,000 for 
which we asked God and. the 
peaders in this campaign. We be- 
ve we will reach the 15,000. 
much earnest prayer we 
ve confidence that God has 

and that the people will 
If all do our duty we will 
a glorious time for Christ 
for the spread of the gospel. 
oh, reader, if you fail us and 
God, there will be humiliation 

grief for concerned 
who read THE SWORD 
LORD as well as for 
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This is the last issue of THE 
@2WORD OF THE LORD in which 
ge can remind you of this matter 

> “ 


— 


before the subscription offer 
closes. This is the last call to 
have part in sending out sub- 
scriptions at this especially low 
rate of an 8-months’ (35 weeks’) 
subscription for $1.00 and with the 


free premium book, God’s Oure 
for Anxious Care, given for each ) 


$3.00 worth of subscriptions. 

The deadline is September 15, at 
midnight. That does not mean 
that subscriptions must reach us 
by September 15, but that your 
letter must be mailed in your local 
post office so as to be postmarked 
not later than midnight, Septem- 
ber 15. 


Some Facts to Consider 


1, More harm is done by neg- 
leet than by nearly any other sin! 
(Continued on Page 6) 


.great success, 


Editor 


An abundance of material has made it hard to get in all 
the reports of revival campaigns recently. : 
again give reports of how the soul winning work goes with 


We are glad to 


Evangelist Rolfe Barnard Had 
Blessed Radio Revival With 
Rev. Harold B. Sightler 
on “The Bright Spot 
Hour” 


A fine letter from our friend, 
Rev. Harold B. Sightler, of the 
chain radio broadcast, “The 
Bright Spot Hour,” tells of bless- 
ings brought in a radio revival 
in which Evangelist Rolfe Barn- 
ard preached. 


Brother Sightler says: 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 


“T have surely enjoyed the por- 
tion of the conference I have 
had the joy of attending. From 
the testimony of others they, too, 
have enjoyed it. We are praying 
that the conference may again 
be held in Toccoa next year. 

“Dr. Rice, I am sending to you 
a report of the radio revival we 
have just closed with Evangelist 
Rolfe Barnard doing the preach- 
ing. As far as I know this was 
the first radio revival effort ever 
tried in this territory. It was. a 
It came as a cli- 
max to a radio revival the Lord 
has been giving us for the past 
seven months. Almost one hun- 
dred souls have written to me 
during that period stating that 

(Continued on Page 5) 


Father which is in heaven.” 

If you look through .a micro- 
scope you will catch a glimpse 
of a world invisible to the na- 
tural eye, inhabited by an innum- 
erable host of tiny creatures. You 
look about you with your own eyes 
to catch a glimpse of rippling 
streams and lashing waves, moun- 
tain peaks and rolling plains, of 
blooming flowers and dense for 
ests. Then you turn the tele- 
scope toward the heavens and in 
your dreams you go to ten thou- 
sand other worlds. And in accents 
loud and long you are made to 
exclaim, “Theré must be a God!” 

To my mind, there is no more 
reasonable statement in aH the 
Bible than the statement, “The 
fool hath said in his heart, There 
is no God” (Psa. 53:1). Only a 
fool would make any such state- 
ment. And you will notice that 


Lake, 


Indiana, 


July 6, W447, 


Mechanicalig 


the fool did not say it in his head 
he said it in his heart. No man 
ever said in his head, “There is 
no God.” And the fool in his 
heart did not say that God did not 


exist. The meaning is, “There is 
no.God for me.” Everybody 
knows there is a God. Someone 
has said, “God dwells  every- 
where. His history is in every 
bud and blossom and leaf and 
tree. The earthquake is but the 


tread of His foot and He dwells 
in the dark pavilion of the storm 
cloud, The lightning is the 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Dr. Bob Jones 
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Should We Preach . 
On Hell? 


By the Editor 


——- 


From a good pastor there comes a letter suggesting that 
evangelists preach too much on Hell. Since the question of 
preaching against sin, preaching on Hell and judgment often 
comes up, and since the modernists, the worldly crowd and 
the ultra-dispensationalists often bring up this issue, I feel 


Enemies of the gospel often 
talk about the wisdom of doing 
“positive” preaching, not “nega- 
tive” preaching. Any preaching 
against sin, any call to repentance, 
any warning of judgment or Hell, 
any attack on worldliness they 
call “negative” preaching, ‘and 
they boast that their preaching is 
“positive.” . The actual truth is 
that those who do not preach the 
whole counsel of God do _ not 
honestly represent Christ and the 
Bible. Those who do not preach 
against sin and do not warn of 
Hell and judgment are not positive 


it wise to publish our brother’s letter and my answer. 


‘at all, Their preaching is insipid, 


— 
“7 


without conviction, without bold- 
ness. They try to please men 
instead of God. They are more 
concerned with being tactful than 
in getting people saved. They 
water down the gospel. It is 
certainly not accurate to call any 
such preaching positive preaching. 
There is a positive, dogmatic and 
powerful note in the . preaching 
of Jesus and the apostles and the 


prephets against sin, the preach- 


ing of Hell and judgment for 
Christ-rejecting sinners, the holy 
call to repentance, These terms 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Vriday, September 16, 1948 


——— ——__. 


Knowing God 


(Continued from Page 1) 


flash of His eye and the thunder 
is the echo of His voice.” If you 
have eyes to see, you can see 
God wherever you look. 


A man said to me not long ago, 
“You cannot prove there ig Aa 
God.” Well, I have proved it. If 
there has ever been one answer 
to prayer in the history of the 
world, that is all the proof you 


meed that there is a God. I have 
had a thousand answers to 
prayer. I know there is a God! 


You do no have to tell me; I have 
eome in contact with Him. He has 
made Himself known to me, 


God Wants to Reveal Himself 
to Men 


Now, wait a minute: this great, 
emnipotent God is endeavoring to 
make Himself known to men and 
women. Did you ever stop to 
think what a great task God Al- 
mighty has in making Himself 
known to us? You hear men 
talking about “seeking God,” 
“looking for God,” “a quest for 
God.” Say, listen! If you ever 
know God, God will have to make 
Himself known to you. The God 
who can wrap up the power that 
He puts in an atom is too big a 
God for any mind on earth to 
grasp and understand and find. 
God must make himself known. 


I remember years ago on our 
platform at the college we had a 
great preacher preaching, and I 
mever shall forget how high he 
earried me into the sky. He 
talked about the universe and the 
God of this universe. He kept 
talking. After a while, when he 
had carried me as high as I 
thought I could go, he stopped 
suddenly and said, “The God of 
this universe can crush the great- 
est intellects in the world under 
the weight of one atom and 
drown the greatest minds in all 
the world in one little drop of 
water!” And I said, “What a 
God! How can I know Him? 
Who by searching can find God!” 

I would like to ask you tonight 
&f you know Him. 


Men talk about going up 
through nature to nature’s God. 
There are things about God that 
nature cannot tell me. I remem- 
ber years ago I was im Galveston, 
Texas, conducting a revival. I 
walked up and dawn the sea waill. 
An old preacher who went through 
the Galveston flood and lost his 
wife and child told me that tragic 
story of how on that awful night 
the hand of nature reached out of 
the dark pavilion of a storm 
cloud, dipped up the water by 
the millions of gallons and poured 
mM upon the streets of the city, 
and how im one single night ten 
thousand people were drowned. I 
gaid, “How can I go up through 
storms like that to God!” 

I remember I was conducting 
@ome service some years ago in 
New York City. One night after 
ehurch I heard a man crying out 
on the streets, “Buy a paper! 
Read about the sinking of the 
Titanic!’ I rushed out and bought 
@ paper and read about the hand 
of nature freezing an iceberg and 
pushing it out into the eurrent of 
the sea. I read how that ship com- 
img across the ocean came in con- 
tact with the iceberg formed by 
the hand of nature, and how that 
wieght sixteen hundred singing 
people went to the bottom of the 
pea. 
There are some things about 
God that nature cannot tell me. 
Wes, “The. heavens declare the 
gtory of God; and the firmament 
@heweth his handywork”—that is 
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the will of God. I may know 
there is a God, but I cannot know 
God's will unless I have this 
Book. If you cannot find the 
will of God between the lids of 
this Book, there is no revelation 
of God's will ever given to man. 
Men go up and down this country 
ridiculing the Bible, as Bob In- 
gersoll did in the old days. He 
used to stand up before a crowd 
and start to read. Suddenly Nhe 
would stop and say, “Ladies and 
gentlemen, you will have to ex- 
cuse me; I cannot read the rest 
of that chapter. It is not decent 
to read to a mixed audience.” 
Then the crowd of supposedly in- 
tellectual people would applaud. 
Say, that is not. smart! There 
are things in every medical book 
in this city you would not read 
to a mixed audience. They are 
not indecent; they are not wn- 
clean. They just were not writ- 
ten for the mixed crowds. There 
might be things in the Bible—I 
do not say there are, but there 
might be things in the Bible that 
God did not mean to be read to 
mixed crowds. But that is no 
argument against the Bible. This 
Bible deals with the diseases of 
the soul. The diseases of the 
soul are more terrible than the 
diseases of the body, and God 
has to use some awful words in 
this Book in dealing with those 
diseases. But listen just a min- 
ute! This is the only absolutely 
holy book the world ever saw. 
Men are not against this book 
because it is bad; they are against 
it because it is good and they 
are bad. You go with me into 
some city today and walk down 
that street of sin into that home 
of infamy where those _ soiled 
doves live in their shame. You 
will not find any Bible there. 
You will find bad pictures on the 
wall. You will hear bad music 
at the piano. You will hear them 
sing wicked songs and tell bad 
stories. But there is no Bible. 
You bring the old Bible and put 
it on the center table. One day 
one of those poor fallen creatures 
begins to thumb her way through 
the Book and she stops to read 
something. Then she reads some- 
thing else. Then she begins to 
weep. Then the tears are dried 
and light comes to her face and 
she says, “Praise God!” ‘Then 
she looks at that picture and 
says, “Take it off the wall; I can- 
not stand it!” She says, “Stop 
that music: I don’t want to hear 
that music!” This is God’s Book. 
Tt tells me about the will of God. 


But One Can Know God Per- 
sonally, Beyond the Writ- 
ten Revelation 

But I want to talk to you about 
a revelation of God—now do not 
misunderstand me—-that not even 
the Bible gives me. The Bible 
tells me how to get it, but the 
Bible, in a sense, does not give it 
to me. The revelation I am talk- 
ing about is that revelation of as- 
surance that comes to the heart 
of man, that something that made 
Peter say, “Thou are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God,” and 
Jesus said to him, “Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven.” That something I am 
talking about is that divine con- 
tact, that coming in touch with 
God, that something that makes 
my heart know there is a God be- 


cause I have met Him. Do you 
know God? 
I do not ask you tonight 


whether you know all about God. 
I do not ask you if you know 
about His universe. I am asking 
you tonight, “Do you know God?” 
You know there is a God—lI did 
not ask you if you know there 
is a God. I asked you if you 
knew God. The agnostic says, 
“There may be a God—I do not 
know.” I am so sorry for the 
/ agnostic; it must be terrible not 
to know. I know there is a God. 
I met Him when I was eleven 
years old—a little country boy in 
a little country church. I went 
| wp near the front seat one night 
and they were pouring out tears 
of repentance, and I said, “God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!” I 
know there is a God. I am sorry 
| for the agnostic. Do you know 
God ? 


Say, listen, I did not find God 


in a scientific laboratory. I did 


not find God looking through a 
telescope. I found the things 
that God made, but I found God 
on my knees when the blood of 
Jesus Christ washed away my 
sins. Do you know God? 

Wait a minute—don't dodge 
tonight! Men and women, do you 
know God? I did not ask you 
whether you are a church mem- 
ber. I did not ask you whether 
you are a Sunday School teacher. 
I did not ask you whether you 
are an official member of a 
church. I did not even ask you 
whether you are a preacher. I 
am asking you: “Do you know 
God!" The world i# on fire! 
Cataclysmic curses and  judg- 
ments sweep over the earth. The 
only thing that can hold men and 
women steady in the midst of the 
cataclysmic judgments that sweep 
over us is to know God. 


The Wise and Ignorant Can 
Know God Alike, Only By 
Personal Contact 

And did you know that you 
can know God? That i# the glory 
of it. You can know God and 
not know much else. I remem- 
ber years ago I had a letter from 
Dr. Howard Kelly, the great 
physician and scientist in Balti- 
more. Dr. Kelly said, 

“Dear Dr. Jones: 


“I read last week’s issue of 
your little paper, THE FELLOW- 
SHIP NEWS. I am enclosing a 
check and want you to send a 
copy to the following scientists. 
I want them to read that copy 
of the paper.” There were about 
a hundred names of prominent 
scientists. 

About the same time I began 
to get letters from people who 
could searcely read, people living 
in mountain cabins, saying, “I 
would like to have an extra copy 
of a certain issue of the paper.” 
I said to my secretary, “Get that 
paper; what is it m that paper 
that they want?” It was just a 
little editorial about Christian 
experience. I said, ‘“Isn’t that 
wonderful? There is Dr. Howard 
Kelly, the great scientist. He can 
go into a laboratory where poor 
women cannot go. He can sit 
down with the great scientists 
and talk about cancer and dis- 
eases as these others cannot do. 
Yet when it comes to knowing 
God, the old woman im the cabin 
can call God “My Father” just 
as well as could Dr. Kelly. Her 
husband is on the side of the 
mountain plowing. She is in the 
back yard washing the clothes. 
The little children are playing im 
the dirt. And she ie singing 


How firm a _ foundation, 
saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith im His 
excellent Word! 


ye 


And I say, “Wait a minute, lady. 
Have you heard the latest?” 
She says, “What is the latest?’ 
“Well, over here in Chattanooga 
the other night a man who has a 
rather large telescope turned the 
telescope to the sky and discov- 
ered a star. Then he sat down 
and figured: in seventy-five years, 
one month, one week, one day, 
one hour, one minute, one second, 
that star will pass the same point 


again. Isn’t he wonderful?” 
She says, “Isn’t who wonder- 
ful?” 


“Why, that smart boy in Chat- 
tanooga, that man with the tele- 
scope, that mathematician who 
can figure that thing out-—-isn’t 
he wonderful!” 

And she says, “Wasn't my 
Heavenly Father wonderful when 
He fixed the thing so it would 
run on time like that!” and goes 
on singing, “How firm a founda- 
tion, ye saints of the Lord”! 

Say, the woman in a mountain 
cabin who can scarcely read and 
write but who knows that the 
stars come up under divine com- 
mand and the sun goes down un- 
der divine orders—that woman 
knows more than the greatest 
astronomer the world ever saw, 
unless the astronomer knows 
| God. Do you know God? 

I remember years ago, after I 
was converted, there was 
woman in the community where 


woman, a good woman. Every- 


So-and-So and old Deacon So- 


they actually said one of 


A 
I lived, a rather plain kind of 


body believed in her religion. I 
| have heard people say that they 
did not believe that old Steward 


“and-So had any religion. And 
the 
preachers did not have any. But, 


brother, whenever you mentioned 
that old sister, every old sinner 
in the community would shut up. 
It would pay us to pick out & 
few of these old saints and sup- 
port them, just to let them walk 
around town and advertise the 
saving grace of God! 

So when I needed any help | 
used to go over to see her. 1 re- 
member a man in the community, 
a skeptic, who spent his time try- 
ing to shake the faith of saints. 
That is a great job, isn’t it? Say, 
I would rather be a bootlegger; 
I would rather be a harlot in the 
day of judgment than to be 4 
preacher in a pulpit who dissem- 
inates his modern theology and 
puts a question mark im the 
minds of humble saints about the 
authority of the Bible and about 
God and divine grace. The hot- 
test place in Hell, God Almighty 
is saving for men like that! 


I remember one morning I went 
over to see this woman. She was 
sitting over in the corner of the 
room and the old community skep- 
tic (we had only one skeptic in the 
community) was trying to shake 
her faith. He said that science 
teaches that the world may be 
millions of years old and the 
Bible says that it it only six 
thousand years old. I know now 
he was lying; the Bible does not 
say that. But I did not know any 
better then. I knew nothing} 
about science and precious little} 
about the Bible. He said that 
Joshua commanded the sun to 
stand still and the sun was al-| 
ready still. He just kept saying 
things, and I did not know how 
to answer him. I had not “been 
converted long. I wanted some- 
body to say something, and I did 
not know what to say. I looked 
around at this old woman. I can 
see her now as she sat there and 
the tears started down her face. 
They would come down her face 
and get in the wrinkles and then 
drop to one side. Then a new 
flood of tears would come. I saw 
her swallow a sob. She was get- 
ting old. Her hair was white. 
It hung down to her shoulders 
like locks of gold. Then she 
smiled through her tears and 
said, “I don’t know nothing you 
are talking about. I ain’t never 
studied no science. I don’t know 
much. But you can’t do nothing 
to me. Sixty years ago when I 
was a little girl I met God one 
night. He has been with me all 
these years. He was with me 
when I married. He was with me 
when my first baby was born. 
He was with me when we buried 
the baby. He has been with me 
through all the years. You can’t 
do nothing to me, mister! I 
know God!” 


My childish heart leaped in my 
bosom and I said, “I would rather 
know what that woman knows 
than to be able to solve every 
problem and unravel every mys- 


tery im the universe of God.” 
Say, do you know God? Men 
and women, listen to me! What 


this world needs is a personal 
contact with God. All this theor- 
etical stuff in this country and 
all this high-brow scholarship in 
this country! What we need is 
an old-time mourners’ bench 
where men ¢an come to know 


God and get right with God! Do 
you know Him? 
One Can Know God Person- 
ally Without Unde 

Ali About Him 


Now, wait a minute; I want 
to get # over to you. I do not 
ask you if you understand God. 
There is not a scientist im the 
world who can understand Him. 
The more they delve into the uni- 
verse, the less they understand 
Him. The more they learn, the 
less they think they know. I 
did not ask M you wnderstand 
Him. 

Did you know that 
know people that you never 
understand? Well, you can. I 
do not think any man who ever 
lived understood a woman. 1 
have been married thirty-nine 
years. Thirty-nine years ago my 
wife and I spent our honeymoon 
in Toronto, Canada. I had a 
campaign in Ottawa, Canada, and 
we went there to spend our thirty- 
ninth anniversary. I used to think 
I understood her. The older we 
get, the less I understand her. 
Listen, it does not mean that you 
do not get along if you do not 
understand each other. Did you 
know that there i# something 


you ean 
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imangled sometimes. 
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fascinating about it, when you de 
not always understand her. She 
keeps you guessing and you ean- 
not quite fathom just what she 
meant and why she said x. 

I know a great many people I 
do not wnderstand. I do na 
understand Bob, Jr. Every day 
I find something I wonder about. 
I do not understand why God 
let my mother die when I was 
fourteen years old and break my 
heart so it would never heal. I 
do not understand why God iets 
little babies cry in pain. The 
saddest note that ever filled my 
heart is the cry of a little baby 
that eries out in his little bed of 
sickness. You know something 
hurts him. He knows something 
hurts him, too, and he cannot tell 
you what it is. I have seen men 
who tried to reconcile things with 
God and the goodness of God. I 
do not wnderstand why God lets 
bombs drop on cities and kill 
babies. I can understand His 
letting old ornery men and wicked 
women get killed. But little babies, 
little helpless babies (I have three 
grandchildren)—little babies that 
lift wp little hands in helplessness 
—_God, I don’t know why You ket 
them get sick and why they are 
I -do not 
understand—-but if God told me 
I still would not understand. How 
coulg God tell me? He would 
have to use a vocabulary with 
which I am not familiar. If God 
told me why He let little babies 
die, He would have to talk in a 
language that is beyond = the 
language and grasp of man. Say, 
I do not understand God many, 
many times. 


But I never understood my 
father. When I was a little child 
I used to climb up in his lap and 
put my arms about his neck, put 
my head on his bosom and listen 
to his heart beat. As a little 
child it used to torment my mind 
to try to know what he meant, 
but the wiser he talked the 
tighter I hugged. I do not al- 
ways understand God, but that 
is what makes Him so wonderful. 
A god I could understand would 
not be a big enough god to do 
anything for a sinner like me. I 
must have a God 80 great and so 
wonderful that He must keep me 
wondering all the time. 

I never understoog my mother, 
You did not understand your 
mother. She said things you did 
not understand. Excuse all these 
personal references tonight I am 
just trying to be helpful. I re 
member my mother’s voice. 1 
have heard many voices m my 
lifetime, but my mother had & 
note im her throat I have never 
heard im another human throat. 
I am not saying that just because 
she was my mother. There wae 
a note there. I remember talking 
to an olg lawyer down South who 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Sold Out to Jesus 
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-_--— —-- — 


aa the bread of life and said, “Ex- 
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you” (John 6:53). 
They said, ‘This is a hard saying; 
how can we do that?’ and they 
began to go away. 
many of us who are followers of 
the Lorg Jesus Christ are not 
ofttimes prone to say as we read 
these words, “This is a hard say- 
ing. I wonder if the Lord meant 
mM just like that?” 

Well, what does it mean? 

M means that the Lord Jesus 
Christ will not accept divided 
allegiance. I1 think that the curse 
of Christianity today lies in the 
fact that the great rank and file 
of those who claim to be followers 
of Jesus Christ offer Him divided 
affection and divided allegiance. 
There isn’t any question about it, 
the Bible teaches, as clearly as it 
teaches salvation by grace, that 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our 
Saviour, having saved and washed 
ws in His blood, demands first 


place in our lives. None of us 
would try to deny that fact. The 
Bible is too -clear on it. We 


readily admit that the Bible does 
teach it. 

Then I think that all of us 
would readily admit, too, that 
Jesus is entitled to first place, 
that He has a right to demand it. 
But even after we have so freely 
admitted that He does demang it, 
that the Bible does teach it, that 
He has a right to it and a right 
to demand it, how few of us ever 
make a serious effort to do it, 
to go all out for Jesus, body, mind 
and soul—-everything in us—-sold 
out to the Lord! 

I hearg a great preacher once 
say that the man whom God can 
most effectively use is the man 
who in his life will practice a 
reckless abandon to the will of 
God. The world will think x is 
reckless and foolish. The fact 
is that the world has always 
thought people crazy who really 
have tried to follow in the foot- 
steps of Jesus, and live in the 
eenter of His will, and do what 
He commands them to do. They 
called the Master crazy, and it 
seems to me as I study the Word 
that on one occasion they almost 
persuaded His own mother to 
that effect. He was over there 
preaching, teaching and perform- 
ing miracles and His brothers 
went after Him and took His 
mother along. They sent word in: 
‘Get Him and bring Him home; 
He is crazy)’ 

People called Paul crazy every- 
where he went. He said, ‘If I 
am beside myself it is for your 
sakes. Knowing the terror of the 
Lord we persuade men.’ But he 
also said there was another rea- 
gon for wt: “The love of Christ 
eonstraineth us, because we thus 
judge, that if one died for aH, 
then were all dead: And that he 
died for all, that they which live 
ghould not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which 
died for them, and rose again” 
(M71 Cor. 5:14, 15). He meant, 
‘The love of Christ has mastered 
me, has overpowered me, has en- 
giaved me. It constrains me. I 
am sold out to Jesus! I am 
determined not to know anything 
among you save Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified. For me to live is 
Christ.’ Listen to him: It is not 
I that live, but “Christ liveth in 
me: and the life which I now live 
im the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God” (Gal. 2:20). Sold 
out to Jesus! 

Why should we abandon every- 
thing to the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Why should we lay everything 
on the altar—-every talent of our 
hives, every ounce of our energy, 
every moment of our time? Why 
ghould we dedicate body, mind and 
soul to the Lord Jesus Christ? I 
give you four reasons this morn- 


ing. 
1. Only Absolute Surrender 
Is Worthy of Blood-Bought 


Salvation 


First of all, and I have pur- 
posely put it at the top of' the list, 
to offer Jesus Christ anything 
ghort of my all and my bust is not 
worthy of a blood-bought salva- 
tion. I will go further and say 


I wonder if! 


: 


— ee — 


that it is an insult to Jesus to 


vfter Him leas than my best. 

The Lord called me to preach 
when I was eight years old. I 
it just as well then as I 
it this morning; but as I 
grew up into manhood there came 
into my heart a desire to have 
my own way. Our family had 
veen poor people all of our lives, 
and I had an awful struggle get- 
ling through school. There came 
into my heart a consuming desire 
to have some of the things of this 
world that I had been denied as 
i grew up. So when I had fin- 
ished college, I went into business. 
{ became so absorbed in my busi- 
ness that 1 dreamed of that busi- 
ness day and night. I lived it 
every waking hour! I went at it 
with all l had in me, I determined 
to make a fortune. But all that 
Lime the thing that God had called 
me to do was gnawing at my 
heart. . 

One verse of Scripture haunted 
me almost day and night. Listen 
to it this morning! “Ye are not 
your own. For ye are bought with 
a price” (I Cor. 6:19, 20). This 
verse of Scripture woulq keep 
coming back to my heart and 
mind. The Lord seemed to add 
this to it: “And you have no right 
to say no when I love you. You 
have no right to your own way; 
you have no right to take that 
which I have bought at such a 
price to use for yourself and selfish 
ends.”” I would try to push that 
verse of Scripture aside and press 
on toward my goa] to make money. 

During all those years the Lord 
would put these words into my 
wife’s mouth every once in a 
while-—sometimes at the most un- 
expected times-—-she would look 
at me and say, “The Lord doesn’t 
save you to buy cotton.” Every 
time she would say that, I would 
wish she would never say it again. 
It was as if she were thrusting a 
sword through my soul. 

As time went on the burden got 
heavier. The hand of God kept 
pulling at my heartstrings and that 
verse of Scripture Kept haunting 
me. I begam to pray about it. 
Oh, I had a battle for months 
and even years over that thing. 
And when it came to a crisis — 
listen’ to me!—Jacob never had a 
harder wrestle with God than Joe 
Henry Hankins did. 

But one night while praying I 
saw the Lord. I saw Him in 
Gethsemane’s garden. [I remem- 
bered that as He entered the 
garden He “began to be _ sore 
amazed, and to be very heavy; And 
saith unto them, [His disciples], 
My soul is exceeding sorrowful 
unto death” (Mark 14: 33, 34). 
Then I saw Him leaving the little 
group of eight at the entrance 
to the garden, and taking Peter, 
James and John, and going yonder 
and saying to them, ‘Watch ye 
here while I go yonder and pray.’ 
Then He went under an old Olive 
tree in the garden and fell on His 
face. I remembered that the Word 
of God said, “Being in an agony 
he prayed more earnestly: and his 
sweat was as itt were great drops 
of blood falling down to the 
ground” (Luke 22:44). I saw then 
something I had never seen before, 
though I had read that many 
times. I had seen the blooddrops 
on His face, falling like great 
drops of sweat into the dust of 
the garden. But I remembered 
then that when a man’s face. is 
wet with perspiration, from his 
head to his feet every inch of his 
body is bathed in sweat. I saw 
every pore of my Lord’s body open 
and His whole body bathed in His 
heart’s blood, His garments dyed 
red with the blood of a breaking 
and agonizing soul and heart! 

The Lord seemed to look up at 
me in the midst of # all and say, 
“You are not your own. You are 
bought with a price. This is the 
price, and you have no right to 
say no. You belong to Me.” 

Then I followed Him from that 
garden. I saw them come with 
the staves, the spears, the swords, 
and the officers. They bound 
Him. took Him away. They placed 
the crown of thorns on His head, 
covered His face with their spittle. 
They buffeted His lovely face un- 
tii it was swollen, bruised and 
bloodshot —until the blood, stream- 
ing down from the thorns on His 


knew 
Know 


“About twenty years ago, I 
was in a cafeteria in a certain 
Southern city. A very bright- 
eyed girl who was working at 
the salad counter said, ‘Dr. Bob 
when are you gc‘og to open 
your school?’ I told the girl 
that we would be opening in 
juet a few days. She said, ‘I 
wish I could come to college, 
but I haven’t any money. I 
would like to train for Chris- 
tian work. I think I might be 
a missionary some time. I 
told the young lady I would try 
to get somebody to help her fi- 
nancially. I found a friend who 
agreed to make this girl a loan 
so she could get through at 
least one year. She got through 
the first year, and she kept bor- 
rowing money from friends 
until she finished her education. 
After graduation the young 
lady became a city missionary 
under the Board of one of our 
leading evangelical denomina- 
tions in America. She man- 
aged somehow, so I understand, 
to pay all she owed to the 
friends who helped her. 


best-Known evangelistic Chris- 
tian leaders in Europe. She is 
now a woman almost middle 
age. She is bright, talented, 
and consecrated. She has been 
greatly used of God. She is 
making a marvelous contribu- 
tion to the special type work 
her husband is doing not only 
in Europe but in other parts 
of the world. 


There are many hundreds of 
Christian young people just like 
this girl who will have to have 
some financial assistance 
they are going to get a Chris- 
tian education and train for 
Christian work. You see, I 
have been out a long time and 
have had a wide experience. I 
know young people. I know 
their needs, and I know what 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


|tuition, and fees, it can pay its 
One | operating 
day the denomination sent this|helping us build this million- 
girl as a missionary to Europe. | dollar Student Loan Endowment 
Later she married one of the | Fund. 


| 


many of them can do if they 
can just get ‘a break.’ That 
is the reason we are now ask- 
ing Christian friends to help 
us raise a million-dollar Stu- 
dent Loan Endowment Fund. 
We want to help young people 
who must have some financial 
assistance if they are going to 
get a Christian education. If 
each one of you good orthodox, 
spiritually-minded Christian 
friends will contribute your 
share of this million dollars 
we are trying to raise, we will 
get the money. Enough peo- 
ple will read our appeals to 
raise every cent of this million 
dollars and can give it without 
any real sacrifice. Now, sup- 
pose you ask God to guide you 
in what He would have you to 
'do, and suppose you just do 
‘what you think He would like 
to have you do. That is all 
we ask of you. 

| Remember this, if Bob Jones 
University can collect from 
every student for room, board, 


overhead. So in 


you will not only be 
helping worthy students get a 
Christian education but you will 
be helping the institution carry 
on its operating overhead. We 
are offering you a real oppor- 
tunity to invest some money 
for God” Please send as large 
a cash contribution as possible; 
and from time to time as the 
Lord leads you, send some 
more. We will appreciate any- 
thing you can do, and We as- 


’ 


if | way so as to do the most good 


| 


sure you that we will use the 
money in a practical] sort of 


possible to the most people pos- 
sible. Please let us hear from 
you and God bless you.” 
BOB JONES, 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


brow, mingled with the filthy 
spittle of wicked men. 


Then He looked at me ang said, 
“This is the price. You are not 


your own. You are bought with 
aprice. You have no right to say 
no.” 


I saw Him as they stripped Him 
of His garments and bent Him 
over a whipping-post, as the 
Roman soldiers took up that awful 
instrument of torture known as 
the Roman scourge. Roman his- 
tory says that H was made of 
nine strips of rawhide leather 
about two feet long. attached to 
a round handle about the same 
length. On the end of each strip 
of rawhide leather was a bit of 
iron or steel or lead. As _ the 
Roman soldier came down across 
a man’s bare back with that awful 
instrument”of torture, it literally 
tore his back to shreds and the 
blood was spilled everywhere. 


I could hear that blood spatter- 


ing on the marble floor of Pilate’s 
Oh! I heard Him 
say again, ‘This is the price. You 
are not your own; you have no 
right to say no.” 

I followed Him out to the cross. 
I saw them nailing Him there and 
saw Him bleeding from His head, 
His hands, and His feet —bleeding 
His life away there in that awful 
hour when the darkness of Hell 
settled down upon Him. I heard 
that heartbroken cry, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 
and remember that He was taking 
my place; He was tasting death 
for me. Out of it all He said to 
me again, “You are not your own. 
You are bought with a price.” 

That night I fell down before 
Him and said, “Lord, Ill go. 
Business can go. Ambitions can 
go. Just give me strength; give 
me grace. Use me, Lord, and Ill 
follow. I'll go wherever You want 

(Continued on Page 4) 


judgment hall. 


Knowing God 


(Continued from Page 2) 


said to me, “Dr. Bob, nearly fifty 
years ago I met your mother and 
I heard her talk for about five 
minutes. The beauty of her voice 
has haunted me through the years. 
I have never heard a voice like 
a.” 

One time in our college I sat 
in the gallery while my son was 
preaching. As he preached I 
heard a little note that somehow 
reminded me of my mother’s 
voice. It was not her voice. It 
was not as sweet. It was not as 
wonderful. It was not strange, 
marvelous golden note. But I 
heard it, and I broke out into a 
sob. My mother has been dead 
since I was fourteen years old. 
That is about forty-nine years. 
If I were to walk out under the 
stars tonight and hear my 
mother’s voice out yonder in the 
distance, and that voice just spoke 
one word, the word son, I would 
know it. That strange, tender 
indescribable, winning, wooing 
note--I never can forget it! 

I do not always understang what 
God says, but, brother, I know 
that voice. “My sheep hear my 
voice,” Jesus said. And I know 
His voice. You cannot tell me— 
since I found Him, when He 
speaks I say, “That is God talk- 
ing.” There is no voice like His. 
I can understand how demons fled 


when Jesus said, ‘Get out of him.’ 
I can understang how waves went 
to sleep on the bosom of the lake 
like babies sleep in their mother’s 
arms, when He said, ‘Be quiet.’ 
Oh, what a voice! They said one 
day, “Never man spake like this 
man.” No man ever spoke like 
Him. He was giving God’s mes- 
sage. 

Listen, I do not understand so 
many things that God says; but 
you know there are a few little 
words that I have learned, just 
a few of them. I know what they 
mean. Here is one of them, ‘Call 
and I will answer.’ I learned that. 
I come to where the road parts 


| 


and I staid there for a moment 
l say, “Which way, God?” 

He says, “This way.” 

Sometimes 1 stagger under a 
load until my shoulders are tired 
and begin to droop, and He saya, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I wilt 
give you rest.” 

I say, “God, here I am,” and He 
lifts the load. I understand some 
things. 

Listen, He said, “My grace is 
sufficient,” and I know what that 
means. Sufficient is sufficient; 
i have learned that. 

I can understand, “My God shalf 
supply all your need.” Say, it is 
wonderful how much we can 
understand. Listen, you can under- 
stand enough, brother; just de 
what you understand! 


Calvary; the Way to Know 
God Personally 


Sinner, wre you listening te 
night? You are not supposed te 
understand. You are dead. You 
are dead in trespasses and sin, and 
dead folks cannot hear unless 
God quickens them so they can 
hear. But let’s tune in and see 
if we can get something. Al 
right, get ready. “Give us con- 
nection, please. . Yes. Holy Ghost, 
connect us. Yes. All right, He is 
on the wire, is He? All right, go 
ahead, God. What do You say te 
these sinners. We are listening. 
Yes, they are here tonight. They 
do not know what we are talking 
about, some of them. Can You 


tell them something they cana 
understand? Yes, tell them what 
You told me one day. Tell them 


what You told that old bum whe 
was staggering to Heil. Tell them 
what You told that soiled dove of 
the underworld one day, that day 
You made her as pure as snow. 
Come on, God, talk to them.” 

All right, listen; He is speaking: 
“For God so loved the world .. .” 

“Yes—‘loveg the world,’ I know: 
but You mean good people, don't 
You? You mean ail the “nice 
folks, don’t you?” 

“No, no! Listen: ‘... so loved 
the world [that means everybody, 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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me to go. I'll be what You want 


me to be.” 

If you are ever tempted to 
offer Jesus less than your best, 
git down underneath Calvary a 
while ang contemplate it again. 
If you do, I believe you will say 
with me that to offer Jesus any- 
thing less than your best is an 
imsult to Him, 


2. God Can Only Use Sold- 
Out People 

Then again, why should I offer 
Jesus my dead-level best? Be- 
cause those who do So are the only 
people the Lord can really use. 
The Lord can only use those whom 
He possesses, heart ang soul. 

We used to have in Texas a 
very quaint old Baptist preacher, 
Dr. Gambrell, a Christian philoso- 
pher as well as a preacher. He 
had some of the most pungent say- 
ings. One of them which I shall 
mever forget was this: “God Al- 
mighty can hit some powerful 
licks with a crooked stick, if God 
owns the stick.” 

Somebody said that it yet re- 
mains to be seen what God can do 
with one man who is wholly sur- 
rendered to the will of God. [It is 
said that D. L. Moody heard that 
or read it somewhere, and as a 
Boston shoe clerk, without any 
education to speak of at all, he 
looked up to God and said, “O 
God! I want to be that man!” 

When he was preaching in Lon- 
don (as the story is told) a very 
highly-educated woman came to 
Mr. Meody to criticize him for 
his poor English. She said Mr. 
Moody, “I never heard anybody 
butcher the English language 
much worse!” Moody lookeg at 
that woman and Said, “I know it, 
but I can tell you this: I’m using 
all the English I know to the glory 
of Christ.” Then he asked, “Are 
you doing the same?” Listen 
friend, it doesn’t take a lot for 
God to do mighty things with, if 
God owns it. 

I remember that the Word of 
God came to Gideon in one of the 
darkest hours of Israel's history, 
saying, “Go in this thy might, and 
thou shalt save Israel.” 

Gideon said, “Oh my Lord, 
wherewith shall I save Israel? be- 
hold, my family is poor in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in 
my father’s house.” 

Then the Lord said, ‘Go, Gideon, 
and I will go with you.’ And then 
a@ verse back in the sixth chapter 
of Judges reads, ‘And the Spirit 
of the ford clothed Himself with 
Gideon.’ The King James Version 
says, “The Spirit of the Lord came 
wpon Gideon.” That is the literal 
translation of it. Some scholars 
gay that the Spirit of the Lord 
elothed Himself with Gideon, put 
him on just as you would put on 
a coat. And the Spirit of the 
Lord, having clotheq Himself in 
Gideon, took three hundred men 
with pitchers, and a light in each 
pitcher. That night they sur- 
rounded the camp of Midian. The 
pitchers were broken, and they 
shouted, “The sword of the Lord, 
and of Gideon.” A hundred and 
thirty-two thousand soldiers were 
put to consternation and utter riot 
that night, and Israel was deliver- 
ed from the bondage of the Philis- 
tines. 

Shamgar was hiding in a cave 
im another dark hour of Israel’s 
history. The men of Israel were 
overrun by the enemy. Their 
possessions had been plundered 
@nd many had been killed. They 
had nothing left. To keep enough 
to eat they had to steal their own 

ain and hide it in caves to thresh 

off. In the cave the Spirit of 
the Lord spoke to Shamgar: ‘What 
is that in thine hand, Shamgar?’ 

‘Why, that is just an ox goad.’ 

‘The Philistines are coming; 
take the ox goad and go to meet 
them. In the hand of Shamgar 
it was just an ox goad, some- 
thing to prod a lazy oxen along or 
guide him and keep him im the 
furrow or an instrument to thresh 
out wheat. But in the hand of 
Almighty God it was the power of 
God to deliver Israel from her 
enemies. When the battle was 
over hundreds of the Philistines 
lay dead on the Judaean hills and 
Israel was delivered. 

‘Samson do you see the Philis- 


ee at ew renee |) weer > . > ante 


to Jesus 


tines coming over the hill yon- 
der?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘Well, what is that lying there 
by the roadside?’ 

‘Just the jawbone of an _ 458s, 
bleaching here by the roadside.’ 

‘Pick it up and go meet them!’ 


Just the jawbone of an _ ass 
bleaching by the roadside—but in 
the hands of God and with the 
power of God behind it, it was 
the instrument of God to deliver 
His people and leave a thousand 
of the Philistines lying dead on 
the hillside before the sun went 
down, 


Jesus taught the hungry multi- 
tude under the shadow of a 
mountain on the shore of Galilee. 
They were gathered around. Eve- 
ning had come. The people had 
been there a long time and they 
were hungry and fainting from 
weakness. Jesus said, ‘Don’t you 
know any Way to feed them?’ 

The disciples said, ‘Why, two 
hundred pennyworth of bread 
wouldn’t even be a bite for all of 
them.’ 


Jesus said, ‘What do you have 
around here to eat?’ I believe 
the little boy was standing around 
there and heard Jesus. He must 
have rushed up to Andrew and 
said, ‘Here is my lunch.’ 

I used to think those loaves of 
bread were like the only ones I 
had ever seen—those loaves that 
weigh a pound or more and that 
make a lot of bread when they 
are sliced up. Actually, he had 
five little thin barley-flour bis- 
cuits and two small sardines. 

I think he was probably going 
fishing that day and his mother 
wrapped up a little lunch to keep 
him from getting hungry. And 
he got so interested in what Je- 
sus was preaching that he forgot 
all about his lunch until Jesus 
needed it. He rushed up and of- 
fered it to Andrew, and Andrew 
took it to Jesus. 

In the hands of a little boy 
that lunch was just enough to 
keep him from getting hungry 
while he fished awhile. But in 
the hands of Jesus, when it was 
blessed by Him and multiplied by 
His mighty power, it fed five 
thousand hungry mouths. And 
twelve baskets full of fragments 
were taken up afterwards. 

Oh, let us today see the signifi- 
cance of it. We may feel small 
in His sight. But remember, 
Paul said, “For ye see your call- 
ing, brethren, how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble 
are called: But God hath chosen 
the foolish things of the world 
to confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things 
which are mighty; And base 
things of the world, and things 
which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things 
that are: That no flesh should 
glory im his presence” (I. Cor. 
1:26-29). It does not take much 
for God to do a mighty work if 
God owns the instrument. 


3. The Tragedy of Souls Go- 
ing to Hell Demands All I 
Am and Have 

Then the next reason why I 
should sell out to Jesus is simply 
this: a world is lost and going 
to Hell. It would stagger you 
and me if we could realize how 
many people have dropped into 
Hell from this. planet while we 
have had this conference in pro- 
gress. I believe with all my heart 
that this is a lost world and that 
every person in # who does not 
know the Lord Jesus Christ is on 
the way to Hell! 

Somebody said to me, “Do you 
believe in a Hell of literal fire?” 

I said, “Yes, I do because the 
Bible teaches it.” But it does not 
make any material difference to 
me—and I do not see how it could 
make any difference to anybody 
else—whether there is fire in Hell 
or not. Hf # is just as bad as 
fire, then it might as well be fire.. 

Certainly the Lord would not 
use anything that would mislead 
people about any truth of God; 
and the Lord Jesus painted the 
blackest picture, the most heart- 
breaking picture, the most tragic 
pieture that has ever been paint- 
ed when He told us in His own 
words about that place to which 
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men must go who are not born 
again, washed in the blood of 
Jesus Christ. 


He told us plainly that the 
whole world lieth in the Evil One. 
The law was given “That every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the 
world may become guilty before 
God” (Rom. 3:19). The world is 
lost, and if I fail to give my best to 
Christ, if I fail to do my best to 
rescue lost souls, somebody is 
going to Hell because I fail. God 
says, “His blood will I require at 
thine hand” (Ezek. 3:20). I do 
not know what you think about 
it, but that verse of Scripture has 
haunted me all the days of my 
ministry: “His blood will I require 
at thine hand.” 

Somebody may say, “Well, that 
is in the Old Testament.” Cer- 
tainly it is, but if you will turn 
to the twentieth chapter of Acts 
where we read about Paul’s call- 
ing together at Miletus the elders 


of the church at Ephesus to 
give them his farewell mes- 
sage, you will see that he 
tells them how he has _ wit- 


nessed from house to house in 
tears and kept back nothing that 
was profitable unto them, testi- 
fying both to the Jews and the 
Greeks repentance toward God 
and faith toward the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The apostle to the Gen- 
tiles is speaking: ‘I have labored 
in Ephesus and have been true 
to the Word of God in such a 
way that if the Ephesians go to 
Hell their blood will not be on 
my hands.’ 


Sometimes I say, “Lord, what 
will it mean if I stand waiting 
before Jesus and the books are 
opened and the records show that 
somebody's blood, some lost soul’s 
blood is on my hands. I do not 
know what it will mean but I 
know that the Lord meant some- 
thing most serious when He warn- 
ed us of that possibility and 
charged us as Paul charged 
young Timothy: “I charge thee 
therefore before God, and_ the 
Lord Jesus: Christ’. . .” (II Tim. 
4:1). You will have to stand and 
be judged when He, the Saviour, 
comes to set up His kingdom, “at 
his appearing and his kingdom.” 
I must stand before Him and give 
an account. I am persuaded that 
many of the things that seem 
majors to us here will be minors 
then. Many of the things that 
seem so important to us and so 
vital here will seem mighty triv- 
ial then, Oh, let us, lay our all 
the altar for Jesus, remembering 
that souls are at stake; that souls 
are in the balance; that souls are 
going to Hell; that their blood is 
going to be on our hands if we 
fail; that one day we are going 
to stand before the Judge of all 
the earth and give an account 
for our stewardship. 


4. Less Than My Best Now 
Will Bring Me to Face Jesus 
Christ With Utter Shame 


Then the last thought is this: 
when I give that account, when 
I do stang before Him, oh, how I 
pray God that somehow I shall 
have so labored, that I shall have 
so given myself to Him, that I 
shall have so served and yielded 
to His will and spent myself for 
Him that when I meet Him yon- 
der and walk into His presence 
I shall not be ashamed. 


Listen to these verses: I John 
2:28: “And now, little children, 
abide in him; that, when he shall 
appear, we may have confidence, 
and not be ashamed before him 
at his coming.” Can you imag- 
ine a blood-washed child of God 
on the most glorious occasion this 
world will ever see, when the 
blessed hope of all the saints of 
the ages is realized in the com- 
ing of the Lord, standing ashamed 
before Him at His coming? O 
God, I do not want to hang my 
head im shame in that hour! 


Then again, above everything 
else I want to hear when I meet 
my Lord there, when I give an 
account of my stewardship, when 
I bring the few sheaves that I 
have been able to gather and lay 
them down at His feet—oh, I 
know I cannot reach very far, my 
life can touch but a little seg- 
ment of humanity, my arms are 
mighty short and cannot hold a 
lot of sheaves—but I pray God 
every day that when I come to 
meet Jesus they will be so full 
they cannot hold any more and 
that as I come into His presence 
te lay them at His feet I wit 
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“positive” ang “negative” have 
been perverted by the modernists 
and worldlings, as they pervert 
other essential terms. It may 
sound very well for some compro- 
miser, some men-pleaser, some 
smooth-tongued and pink tea 
preacher to say that his is “a 
positive message” when he leaves 
out every element of condemnation 
of sin, every warning of judgment, 
every call to repentance. But that 
is no honest description of his 
message. The only genuinely 
positive preachers are those who 
boldly and honestly declare the 
whole counsel of God. 


But here I give our brother's 
letter: 


“Dear Brother Rice, 


“T am struck by the contrast 
between the preaching recorded 
in the book of the Acts and much 
of the evangelistic preaching of 
today. The doctrine of Hell was 
almost entirely omitted then in 
contrast to what might be called 
a predominant emphasis upon it 
today, by many evangelists. I am 
not suggesting a doubt that there 
is a place for the doctrine of Hell 
but how large a place? Those 
who haq such close contact with 
Jesus seem to have given it a 
very minor place. 

“I suppose it takes greater skill 
to frame a message that is positive 
than one that is negative. Greater 


hear Him say, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant.” 


You remember that the Apostle 
Paul was going down to Jerusa- 
lem. Agabus took his girdle and 
bound his hands and prophesied 
that bonds and afflictions await- 
ed the man who owned the gir- 
dle. Paul said, ‘I do not know 
what awaits me at Jerusalem. I 
only know that everywhere I go 
the Holy Spirit witnesses that 
bonds and afflictions await me. 
But none of these things move 
me. There is just one thing I 
want: that I may finish my task, 
that I may finish my course with 
joy, that I may finish this job 
that God has committed to me, 
this job of preaching the gospel.’ 

One day in a Roman dungeon 
he was writing a letter. Listen 
to the words of it: ‘I am even now 
ready to be offered. The time of 
my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have fin- 
ished my course.’ [That is what 
I have been praying for all these 
years: that I could look back and 
say, “I’ve finished the job God 
gave me to do. I’ve fought a 
good fight for the Lord.”] Oh, 
can’t. you see that old soldier of 
the cross, thin. and feeble and 
stooped with the years now. ~Oh, 
how he has suffered! He says, 
‘I bear in my body the marks of 
the Lord Jesus. I fought with 
the wild beasts at Ephesus. I 
have been in perils of robbers, 
perils of my countrymen, perils 
on the desert, perils in the moun- 
tains and perils on the sea. But 
none of these things move me. I 
have finished my course!’ And 
see the new light in those old 
dim eyes as he looks across the 
river and says, “Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, 
but unto all them also that love 
His appearing.” 

Peter said, ‘Ye shall have an 
abundant entrance.’ Jesus said 
to those who had been good and 
faithful servants, “Thou hast 
been faithful over a few things 
. . . enter thou into the joy of 
thy lord” (Matt. 25:21). And I 
think those who can hear that 
will be satisfied. I think they will 
say that it was worth ten thou- 
sand times the price they had to 
pay. Oh, young people on whom 
God has laid His hand, whom the 
Lord Jesus has saved, who have 
been redeemed by the price of 
Calvary and washed in His blood, 
say to Jesus today: 


Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 

Thou art the Potter; 
I am the clay. 

Mould me and make me 
After Thy will, 

While I am waiting, 
¥telded and still. 


skill to exalt Christ than to pre. 
sent Hell. 

“The most successful and effec- 
tive evangelist I have ever had 
the privilege of hearing consist- 
ently avoided negative preaching, 
He exalted Christ. His message 
was Good News with a strong note 
of joy. . that my joy might 
remain in you and that your joy 
might be full.’ 

Very truly yours,” 


ee 


I do not know what “most suc- 
cessful and effective evangelist” 
our brother refers to who ‘‘con- 
sistently avoided negative preach- 
ing. He exalted Christ.” Billy 
Sunday ‘was effective and he 
exalted Christ, but he preached 
hard against sin. He preached 
on Hell. Moody, Torrey, Chap- 
man, Bob Jones, Bulgin, Sam 
Jones, Sam. Small, Scarborough, 
Major Penn, Ham, all exalted 
Christ but none of them trimmed 
their messages to leave out the 
hard part. All demanded repent- 
ance. All preached against sin. 
When Gipsy Smith was in his 
prime, some of his preaching 
against sin was terrible, ang I 
remember his sermon in Kansas 
City on “Washing Their Stripes.” 
How boldly he demanded restitu- 
tion and repentance for sin! When 
the dear Gipsy was old and worn 
out, naturally much of the fire 
in condemning sin and warning 
the sinner was gone. But then 
his largest and most effective 
campaigns were done. The truth 
is that everywhere, in all ages, the 
most successful and effective 
evangelistic preaching has been 
true to the Bible in preaching re- 
pentance from sin ang warning of 
Hell and judgment. 


Jesus Preached Much on Hell 


Dear Brother; 

I thank you for your letter, but 
I am astonished at the careless- 
ness of your conclusions. In this 
matter you certainly are quoting 
some enemies of the gospel; if 
you had made any Scriptural 
study on the matter at all you 
would have never said anything 
like this. Jesus Himself had more 
to say about Hell than any modern 
evangelist does. In fact, the evi- 
dence indicates that every time 
Jesus preached, He brought in the 

(Continued on Page 5) 


EARN EXTRA MONEY SELLING 


rae pa Greeting Cards 


Individuals and org 
with our su 
poten gh 


8. A unique —, BONUS 


our — CREDIT PLAN. 


to yo 
Send for Prall particulars-- TODAY 


SCRIPTURE _—,. CARD COMPANY 
Philadelphia 39, Pa. 


Box 9342, 


for 
6000 PROFIT AGENTS ‘DEALERS 
— CHURCH GROUPS 


With our complete, fast-selling, 
SCRIPTURE TEXT 
eryday Cards. Plaques. 


Luminous Items, Bibles, 


Calendars, 
Books, Novelties. 


anteed. Write 
liberal Wholesale Price List, 


©. W. Boyer Co., Dept. SL, Dayton 5, Ohic 


- 


CHRISTMAS CARDS. 
Stationery. 
Gifts, 
etc. Good profit easily made, Satisfaction guar- 
today for full information and 


religious line— 
Ev- 


———_ 


= FJ. 
Shaight and True 
Se 


Piedmont Bible Schools 


Bay on the ¢ Emphasis = so 


@ BAPTIST ” 

@ MISSIONARY 

@ FUNDAMENTAL 
@ PREMILLENNIAL 


Training in Three Schools 


e THE ACADEMY 
@ THE BIBLE COLLEGE 
@ THE BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Approved for Veteran Training 


=: 


egistrar, Box 
inston-Salem, 


NM. & 


or 1948-1949 Catalog 


CHRIST,!AN 


—“— oo & ww | 


oa 


ce 


Se cf oe re oe ct se 


+s. ih. 2. 2: ie EL, 2 @ ae Ee w 


a ee er ee ee ee ee eee eee oe 


ee OTD ee aa ee Oe O—E—aE”,l lll .lClUelcltiteC rt” 


Git sd | 


Friday, September 10, 1948 


THE SWCRD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


Should We Preach on Hell? 
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matter of Hell. Please check for 
yourself the ministry of John the 
Baptist (Matt. 3:10, 12) and then 
through the book of Matthew see 


all these places where Jesus 

preached about Hell; 
Matthew 5:22 
Matthew 5:29, 30 
Matthew 7:14, 23 
Matthew 10:28 
Matthew 13:40-42 
Matthew 13:49, 50 
Matthew 18: 8, ¥ 
Matthew 22:13 
Matthew 23:33 
Matthew 25:41, 46. 


I have run hastily through 
the book of Matthew. Everyone 
of these .passages speaks of Hell, 
Hell fire, outer darkness, ever- 
lasting fire, a furnace of fire, or 
destruction, etc. and everyone of 
them means Hell and could mean 
nothing less. To say that Jesus 
did very .little preaching about 
Hell would be utterly untrue. In 
fact, He preached about Hell all 
the time. ~ And I have not men- 
tioned His teaching in the book 
of Luke ang Mark and John, 
which contain other teachings of 
Jesus about Hell, 


Easy Preaching! 

I am sorry to see you using the 
wholly unscriptural term “nega- 
tive preaching,” invented by 
modernists and used so much by 
the enemies of the gospel. It does 
not give a good impression about 
where you got your schooling and 
the kind of books you read and 
the kind of men you run with. 
How strange that any minister of 
the gospel should ever adopt and 
advocate and write a concept so 
utterly foreign to the Scriptures 
and so contrary to Bible preachers. 

Your slurring remark that it is 
harder to preach a “positive gos- 
pel” and your inference that lack 
of scholarship or laziness is the 
reason that good evangelists 
preach against Hell is as un- 
scholarly as it is unkind. That 
remark does“ not show discern- 
ment. I suggest that you check 
up on some great preaching. Read 
Spurgeon’s sermons for awhile and 
then say that you think Spurgeon 
took the easy way out without 
study and preparation! He often 
referred to Hel, as you must 
know. Read the sermons of Dr. 
R. A. Torrey, with his education 
in Yale an@d German universities, 
recognized as one of the greatest 
Bible scholars America has had, 
and you will see that his sermons 
are no sloppy, ill-prepared work. 
They live still, My own poor ser- 
mons are sorry enough, God 
knows, but you could not believe 
that the enormous amount of 
writing I have done is devoid of 
scholarship and labor. 

I know the evangelists of the 
present ang I have made diligent 
study of all the great evangelists. 
They succeeded in proportion as 
they preached the whole counsel 
of God. The “thou shalt not’s” of 
the Bible, as well as the “thou 
shalt’s.” They preached, “He that 
believeth on him is not. con- 
demned,” and they finished the 
sentence, “but he that believeth 
not is condemned already.” They 
preached Heaven and Hell. It 
is silly to divide up the plain word 
of God and say the ‘positive’ ye 
shall preach and the ‘negative’ ye 
shali not preach, And no one has 
made a eareful study of the mat- 
ter who says that the one-sided 
man-pleasing preaching that ig- 
nores sin and Hell and judgment 
gets better results than the full 
orbed preaching of the whole 
truth, if he means evangelical 
results of souls saved and Chris- 
tians revived. 

Bible Preachers Condemned 

Sin, Preached Judgment 

You need to prayerfully study 
again the book of Acts to see that 
these Bible preachers followed 
Jesus in their teaching against 
sin, what you and the modernists 
call “negative preaching.” 

In Acts 1:16-23 Peter preached 
on the doom of Judas who “by 
transgression fell, that he might 
go to his own place.” In Acts 
3:12-26 Peter preacheq to the 
crowd that they had killed Jesus, 
that they desired a murderer to 
be granted to them, and that they 
must repent. That is the way 
all good evangelists preach. 

Im Acts 4:10 Peter, addressing 
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the Sanhedrin, accuses them of 
crucifying Jesus, and in verse 11 
he applies the Scripture to them 
aS builders who haq set at nought 
the great stone, In the fifth 
chapter of Acts there is sharp 
preaching and public condemna- 
ion, resulting in the death of 
Ananias and Sapphira. The San- 
hedrin summarizes the preaching 
and teaching of these apostles in 
Acts 5:28, “And, behold, ye have 
filed Jerusalem with your doc- 
trine, and intend to bring this 
man's blood upon us.” In verse 
30 he again accused them of killing 
Jesus. In verse 31 he preached 
repentance and offended them so 
that they were cut to the heart 
and planned to kill the preachers 
and did beat them. In chapter 6 
Stephen was so strong in preach- 
ing judgment that his enemies 
quoted him as saying that he was 
preaching that Jesus would de- 
stroy Jerusalem. In Acts 7:51-53 
Stephen preached, “Ye stiffneckeg 
and uncircumcised in heart and 
ears, ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do 
ye. Which of the prophets have 
not your fathers persecuted? and 
théy have slain them which 
shewed before of the coming of 
the Just One; of whom ye have 
been now the betrayers and mur- 
derers: Who have receiveq the 
law by the disposition of angels, 
and have not kept it.” That was 
what you call “negative” preach- 
ing. 

In the eighth chapter of Acts 
Philip in Samaria cast out devils 
and preached against the sorcery 
of Simon until he was converted, 
then rebuked him for trying to 
buy the power to give the Holy 
Spirit, saying, “Repent therefore 
of this thy wickedness, and pray 
God, if perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee. 
For I perceive that thou art in the 
gall of bitterness, and in the bond 
of iniquity.” Note the terrifying 
preaching of Saul in Acts 13:10, 
“O full of all subtilty and all 
mischief, thou child of the devil, 
thou enemy of all righteousness, 
wilt thou not cease to pervert the 
right ways of the Lord?” And 
God backed up the kind of preach- 
ing you do not like, and struck 
Elymas the sorcerer blind. 

In the same chapter Paul 
warned those in the synagogue at 
Antioch in Pisidia, “Beware there- 
fore, lest that come upon you, 
which is spoken of in the prophets; 
Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, 
and perish: for I work a work in 
your days, a work which ye shall 
in no wise believe, though a man 
declare it unto you.” Later Paul 
rebuked the unbelievers with 
power in verse 46. His preaching 
was so strong against these people 
who were unworthy of everlasting 
life that they stirred up a riot. It 
was not ‘negative preaching’ that 
cast out the devil from the slave 
girl in Acts 16 and landed Paul 
and Silas in jail. It was _ not 

‘negative preaching’ that caused 

the riot in Acts 17 at Thessalonica. 

Of course the book of Acts does 
not give any full sermons but if 
we want to know the kind of 
preaching ~that Peter and Paul, 
(the two principal preachers dis- 
cussed in the book of Acts) actual- 
ly preached, we have only to read 
the epistles of Paul and of Peter. 
We may be sure that Peter often 
preached in his spoken ministry 
just like he preached in. the second 
and third chapters of II Peter. 
He often warned these men, “Who 
shall give account to him that 
is ready to judge the quick and 
the dead” (I Pet. 4:5). And, “if 
the righteous scarcely be saved, 
where shall the ungodly and sin- 
ner appear?” (I Pet. 4:19). And 
Paul often preached, no doubt, 
like he wrote in I Corinthians and 
II Corinthians, against drunken- 
ness, adultery and divisions and 
like he wrote in Ephesians against 
stealing and lying. Doubtless he 
warned often, as in I Corinthians 
6:9, 10, that the adulterer and 
fornicator and murderer and 
covetous could not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 

Men of God Should be Faith- 
ful, Give All God’s Message 
It is much easier to preach and 

never hurt anybody’s feelings, 

never make anybody angry. It 
is much easier to avoid ail re- 
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they were saved as the result of 
the program. Many others were 
reclaimed. Brother Rolfe is a 
great radio preacher. We thank 
God that we became acquainted 
with him through THE. SWORD 
OF THE LORD. 


“Our Daily program goes out 
over seven radio stations, giving 
a complete coverage of both North 
and South Carolina and parts of 
four other states. The ‘Bright 
Spot Hour’ goes out daily over 
the following stations — 

WMRC, Greenville, S. C., Tues- 
day through Friday, 4:30 p. m. 
Sundays 9:00 a. m., 1490 ke, 250 
watts. 

WMRC-FM, Greenville, 
Tuesday through Friday, 
Pp. m., 94 me. 


WESC, Greenville, S. C., Mon-- 
day through Saturday, 10:30 a. m. 
Sundays 3:30 p. m. 660 kc. 5000 
watts. 


WDSC, Dillon, S. C.. Monday 
through Saturday, 10:30 a. m., 
800 kc, 1,000 watts. 


WGTM, Wilson, N. C., Monday 
through Saturday, 10:30 a. m., 
590 ke, 5000 watts. 

WHPE, High Point, N. C., Mon- 
day through Saturday, 10:30 a. 
m. 1070 kc, 1,000 watts. 

WHPE-FM, High Point, N. C., 
Monday through Saturday, 10:30 
a. m., 95 me, 

“We commend Evangelist Rolfe 
Barnard to any church or to any 
radio preacher who may feel led 
to have a radio revival. Prais- 
ing God for the blessing I receive 
through the Sword, I remain, 

Yours in His Service, 
(Signed) “Harold B. Sightler.”’ 


Evangelist Eddie Wagner Has 
60 Decisions in Burbank, 
California; 80 in Flint, 
Michigan 

We have rejoiced greatly in 
the ministry of our Brother Ed- 
die Wagner of 1705 Iris Avenue, 
Little Rock, Arkansas. Brother 
Wagner is a fervent and earnest 
preacher, very Scriptural and 
definite in his preaching, filled 
with the Spirit. Reports from 
pastors about his meetings are 
uniformly full of thanksgiving to 
God for the ministry of this be- 
loved young brother. 

From the Valley Baptist Church, 
Burbank, California, Rev. John 
DeSaegher, the pastor writes: 
“From May 9th through May 16th 
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on preaching of Hell and judg- 
ment, It is much easier never to 
demand that people repent. It is 
much easier to preach peace, 
peace, when there is no peace. It 
is much easier for a preacher to 
be a dumb dog that does not bark, 
as God's Word says some are. 
And all the people who ever de- 
cideg not to preach against sin, 
not to preach Hell and judgment, 
decided it not on the basis of the 
Bible, but by taking counsel of 
their fears, by trying to please 
the ungodly, by selling out some 
of their convictions. To trim out 
the part of the Scriptures that 
offend people is the easy way to 
preach, but it is disloyalty to 
Christ, it is a violation of holy 
vows, and it emasculates the gos- 
pel and loses the power of God. 

I have written you in detail, 
dear brother, because, of my deep 
concern for your ministry and be- 
cause the heresy you advocate, 
that is, that we should leave out 
any part of the Bible that is of- 
fensive to the carnal man, is so 
dangerous. Must we please men 
or God? We ought to be able 
as Paul said he did at Ephesus, to 
declare the whole counsel of God. 
That means Hell as well as 
Heaven. That means repentance 
as well as faith. That means 
preaching against sin as well as 
preaching for righteousness. That 
means preaching “God is love,” 
and also preaching, “Our God is a 
consuming fire.” That means 
preaching “he that believeth and 
is baptized shall be saved,” and 
also the last of the sentence, “but 
he that believeth not shall be 
damned” (Mark 16:16). Honest 
preachers must preach the whole 
counsel of God. 


Again let me thank you for 


your letter. I shall be glad to 
hear from you at any time. 
Im Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


Evangelist Eddie Wagner 

meetings in my church.. 
“This entire week was filled 

with the blessing of God and I 


held 


rejoice in being able to report 
there were (60) sixty decisions 
for Christ. 


“Evangelist Wagner’s messages 
are Bible-centered, soul-stirring 
and heart-challenging. 

“His preaching appeals to both 
young and old and his sincerity 
reflects the God-given burden that 
he has to proclaim the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ to needy 
hearts. 


“I can highly recommend him, 
knowing that through his minis- 
try of the Word, souls will be 
saved, Christians will be edified. 
and backsliders will be restored. 

“Yours and His, because of 
Calvary, 

(Signed) -“John DeSaegher.” 

From Brother Ewing Walters, 
pastor of the South Baptist 
Church at Flint, Michigan, also 
comes a very fine commendation 
of Brother Wagner. In a letter 
of August 25 he says: 

“Dear Brethren: 

“Will you please publish the 
following news item in the next 
issue of THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. 

“Evangelist Eddie Wagner, as- 
sisted by Song Leader Dick Mess- 
ner, recently conducted a series 
of evangelistic services in the 
South Baptist Chureh of Flint, 


Michigan. These meetings which 
lasted for two weeks were, ac- 
cording to a report from the 


church, the most successful they 
have everheld. Eighty souls were 
Saved besides a large uncounted 
number who returned to feHowship 
with or dedicated their lives to 
the Lord. Since the close of the 
meetings the pastor, the Rev. 
Ewing Walters, has been busy 
baptizing and receiving new mem- 
bers into the fellowship of+ the 
church. Both Pastor Walters 
and the South Baptist Church 
recommend Evangelist Wagner to 
any Church that has a passion 
to see the lost led to Christ. 
“Sincerely, 

(Signed) “Ewing Walters.” 

We were giad to have these 
words directly from the pastors. 
Brother Wagner himself writes 
about other meetings. 

“Then I was a week at the 
Union Rescue Mission in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, where Jimmy 
Stroud is doing such a fine work 
for the Lord. We had _ twelve 
souls come to the Lord while I 
was there. 

“Then followed a week in the 
Brazil Baptist Church in Brazil, 
Mississippi, where the Lord again 
blessed His precious Word. The 
community does not have a 
church building, and everybody 
meets in the school auditorium. 
But the Lord blessed our efforts 
there, and there were thirty-five 
saved, a few rededications, and 
three who moved their letters. 
The pastor was new in the min- 
istry and had never baptized 
anyone, and his heart was thrill- 
ed to see the people coming to 
the Lord, and then be baptizing 
them. 


“T am in a revival here in Lit-/, 


tle Rock now, at the Riverside 

Baptist Church, Rev. William 

Travis, pastor, and would appre- 

ciate your prayers in our behalf. 

“Yours for souls, 

(Signed) “Eddie Wagner 
(Gal, 2:20).” 

Pastor in Wilson, Oklahoma, 

Writes of Glorious Revival 
Led by Evangelist 
Millard Box 

Some time ago THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD announced that 
Rev. Millard Box was entering 
the work as a full-time evangel- 
ist. We have been deeply im- 
pressed with the fervor, with the 
consecrated good sense, the vis- 
ion of this young evangelist. He 
had great usefullness in the pas- 
torate, and with a radio broad- 
cast. Now we have a lovely let- 
ter from Pastor J. P. Dane of the 
First Baptist Church, Wilson, 
Oklahoma, about Brother Box’s 
work. Brother Dane writes: 
“Dear Dr. Rice, 

“We have just completed a 
glorious two weeks revival cam- 
paign at the First Baptist Church, 
Wilson, Oklahoma, with Rev. 
Millard Box, of Neosho, Missouri, 


ag the evangelist. Brother Boa 
has proved himself a capabks 
evangelist and a preacher of grea# 
spiritual power. 

“The meeting resulted in mang 
decisions of various kinds. Ther 
were twenty-five conversions, fi® 
teen backsliders reclaimed (not 
just redidications but reclame 
tions), over a hundred redidica- 
tions and ten other additions by 
letter and statement. The mos# 
significant thing about the meet- 
ing, however, was not the num 
ber of _additions, but the souk 
stirring effect on the church of 
the evangelist’s sermons. He de- 
nounced sin with holy fervor, and 
the effect in changing the lives 
of our people was marvelous, 
Worldliness and unconcern had 
crept into our church, and the 
revival was like a refiner’s fire 
in purifying the membership, re- 
storing lost joy, and a spirit ef 
harmony and sweet fellowship im 
the church. More was done te 
change the character of the whole 
church than could have been done 
in years of faithful preaching. 
On the closing Sunday of the 
meeting nearly the whole congre- 
gation came forward dedicating 
their homes to God and pledging 
to establish the family altar. The 
crowds attending the revival were 
the largest the church had had in 
many years, and on the closing 
Sunday of the meeting we broke 
the Sunday School attendance 
record, the past record having 
been set when our town was twice 
the size that it is now. 


“One feature of the revival was 
the large number of young people 
who attended and became genu- 
inely concerned about the meet 
ing and the lost. Each evening at 
7:30 they would meet in a sepa- 
rate prayer group and many whe 
had never really prayed in their 
lives learned what it was te 
agonize for souls. During the last 
week of the revival there was &@ 
continuous chain of prayer, twen- 
ty-four hours a day. The final 
service of the revival was attend- 
ed by an overflow crowd, some- 
thing the church had not seen im 
years. 

“On the last Saturday night of 
the meeting, a big 270-pound man 
walked down the aisles and said, 
‘I want you to pray for me.’ He 
confessed that he had been am 
awful drunkard, and would have 
a hard time breaking from his 
drink habit. We prayed with 
him and led him to trust Christ, 
and then he wanted us to stay 
and have special prayer with him 
that he might have the strength 
to live for Christ. The next aft- 
ernoon he came for the baptismal 
service. He called Brother Box 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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ESCHATOLOGY 
The Science of Future Things 


Reveals why Russia cannot win, Hog 
the Jews will get Palestine, What 
come out of World Chaos, etc. 

The Ensign is a small, highly special 
ized, monthly prophetic report on tim 
Bible Prophecies. $1.00 a year. Sant 
copy free. 

THE ENSIGN 
Dept. S., Claypool, Indiana 


SERVING YOUR NEGRO 
NEIGHBORS 

Carver Bible Institute 
needs your prayers as 
it conducts Day and 
Night Bible Schools for 
Negro pastors where 
Cts, Communists and 
Catholics contend for 
Colored followers. 

Carver Bible Institute, 


ne, ge Payne, 
Director, Box 3, Sta- 
tion A, Atlanta, Georgia 


“OBJECTALKS” — 20 bright 
Bible talks to boys and girls 
illustrated by familiar objects. 
“TALKS ON TEXTS’’—20 
Children’s Sermons TMTlumi- 
nated by fascinating ilustra- 
tions. 

“PAPER TEARING TALES” 
15 Gospel talks. Paper is fold- 
ed then torn and the object is 
unfolded. Interesting to old 
and young. 1 b 
One Pastor writes: 
are the best 
or have been able to find.’’ 
Each , 


TRINITY BIBLE 
SEMINARY 


31 Trinity Avenue, 8. W., 
Atlanta, Georgia 
PAUL M. GILLAM, Dean 


Offering to all Ministers and Chr 
workers a 2 and 3 year course in : 
English Bible. 

* Free Tuition. 

* Moderate expenses for board and 


room, 
Consecrated faculty, all Baptists. 
Complete Bible, Mission and Music 


ourses, 
Wholesome Christian atmosphere, 
Under G, L Bill of Rights for 
Veterans. 
Semester Begins Sept. 14, 1048 
for Descriptive Catalog 


‘- 
7 


res 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


. Friday, September 16, 1946 


er 


Last 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Sinners who intend te be saved 
megiect their salvation and die and 
go to Hell. Parents who intend 
to win their children neglect their 
epportunities until their children 
are grown and gone. Nearly every 
Christian intends to do many 
things to help get out the gospel 
but neglects and the gift is never 
given, the personal effort to win 
@ soul is never made. Then let 
us be faithful this time and take 
advantage of this offer for the 
giory of Christ. Send your sub- 
acriptions at once! 


2. Consider that this is the 
easiest and least expemsive way 
te get the gospel of Christ effec- 
tively spread. To have over one 
hundred full-length _sermons by 
the greatest soul winners sent to 
ene home, postpaid, in the course 
of 8 months, in an attractive news- 
paper style, all for $1.00. is easy, 
economical and effective. The 
game sermons sent in book form 
would cost fifteen times as much 
and would not be as likely to be 
read! Subscribe for unsaved peo- 
ple, backsliders, new converts 
Whom you want to help. 


3. Consider that a subscription 
te THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
is the easiest way to influence and 
help ministers of the gospel. Last 
week Dr. Billy Graham, at the 
Medicine Lake Conference of the 
Northwestern Schools, stood and 
@aid that he had been reading 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
since immediately after his con- 
version, that it had a profound 
affect upon his ministry. The 
president of one of the largest 
@eminaries in the world told me 
that he had used the sermon out- 
lines anq illustrations from THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD frequent- 
ly in his preaching. The pastor 
of the largest church in a city of 
sixty thousand told me last night 
that he had often ysed the material 
im messages in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Literally thousands 
of preachers have written that 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD has 
established them in doctrine has 
influenced their personal soul 
winning, their prayer life and 
their preaching. Think of wield- 
ing a formative influence for good 
over some godly minister for 
eight full months.by sending $1.00 
So that he may get THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD for that time! 
Send subscriptions for preachers 
before the deadline! 

4. Where can you support a 
work more unselfishly and directly 
im the work of getting out the 
gospel? The editor has personally 
given $314 for subscriptions in this 
campaign. The workers in the 
Sword of the Lord office, not 
eounting the subscriptions the 
editor pays for, are trying to give 
five hundred subscriptions at $1.00 
each. And we hope they will ex- 
eeed that. Remember the editor 
gets no salary as editor, and not 
a penny from THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD in any form. If ever 
a soul winner came with clean 
hands to ask others to help him 
win souls. that time is now. This 
work is so unselfish, it gets such 
tremendous results for God, and 
the way to help is so easy that 
every reader who is saved and 
toves Jesus Christ ought to send 
THE SWORD to others. And if 
you are to help in this subscrip- 
tion campaign you must DO IT 
Now! 

Just Compare It! 

We are giving absolutely free 
with $3.00 worth of subscrip- 
tions our lovely gift edition of 
the editor’s latest book, God's 
@ure for Anxious Care. You 
won't believe how beautifully 
printed and bound is this book 
until you see it. Only by print- 
ing 10,000 ‘copies in the first 
printing are we able to give it 
free with $3.00 worth of subscrip- 
tions. The expensive art work, 
done by the Christian artist, Mr. 
U. S. Abell, on this book makes 
it » charming gift. The pastoral 
scene of birds, trees and flowers 
on the jacket; colored pictures 
inside the covers will make this 
book a lasting beauty. It is done 
im dove-gtay cloth, with the cover 
printed with rose-colored ink, in- 
cluding the author’s§ signature. 
The page type form is attractive 
and easy to read. Here are the 
nine chapters of this book of 


Call! 


comfort for Christians: 


1. God's Cure for Anxious 
(are 
2. Never Alone: Never  For- 
Ssaken 


3. Water for the Thirsty 
4. “Power to the Faint” 
5. A Widow, a Pot of Oil and 


God 
6. “I Thirst” 
7. Affectionate Christians 
8. “Sir, We Would See Jesus” 


9. “I Will Love Thee, O Lord, 
My Strength” 

Substitute Premiums 

If you already have the book, 
God’s Cure for Anxious Care, we 
will be glad to offer special prem- 
iums for this last week of the 
offer. 

"~ « »« AND GOD REMEM- 
BERED.” Nice clothbound book 
of six devotional sermons by Evan- 
gelist John R. Rice. Illustrated, 
123 pages, free with three 8- 
month subscriptions at $1.00 
each. 

IN HIS STEPS by Charles M. 


Sheldon, the most famous Chris- 
tian novel ever written. 298 
pages. A classic that will bless 


every heart. Free with three &- 
month subscriptions at $1 each. 
BOBBED HAIR AND BOSSY 
WIVES AND WOMEN PREACH- 
ERS, clothbound book, six chap- 
ters, by Evangelist John R. Rice. 
A serious Bible study of these 
three doctrinal issues. Free with 
three 8-month subscriptions at 
$1.00 each. 

BIBLE FACTS ABOUT HEAV- 


_—_—_ 


EN by Editor John R. Rice. 60 


pages, 8 chapters, beautiful cry- 
stallow cover. The copies free 
with three 83-month subscriptions 
at $1.00 each. 

We Have the Names! 

Some hesitate to send in sub- 
scriptions because they do not 
know the names and addresses 
of people who need THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. We have the 
names and addresses of over 3,- 
000 fundamentally-sound pastors, 
foreign missionaries, and teachers 
in sound Christian schools who 
would be favorably inclined to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
It would do uncounted good if 
every one of them could have a 
gift subscription. Many of them 
could not pay for it otherwise. 
Many others would subscribe for 
themselves after the 8-month 
period. Who will send us money 
to subscribe for some of these 
Christian workers? 

Remember, the closing date for 
this special offer is Wednesday, 
September 15. Get your letters 
with subscriptions mailed by 
midnight of that date! Subscrip- 
tions may be either new or fe- 
newal but mark renewal sub- 
scriptions “renewal.” Canadian 
and foreign subscriptions will be 
enrolled for 6 months for $1.00 
instead of 8 months. Give names 
and addresses carefully. All 
pray for the subscription cam- 
paign and particularly for those 
to whom you send subscriptions. 

Send all letters and subscrip- 
tions to Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers, 214 W. Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. And may God 
let all of us ‘rejoice over a won- 
derful victory when the last sub- 


scription is in! 


With the Evangelists 
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aside and pulled a pint of whisky 
out of his pocket. (This is a dry 
state, theoretically.) He said, 
‘Brother Box, I bought this yes- 
terday and when I came to the 
services last night I had plans to 
go out on a wild party today. I 
have no use for this stuff ‘now. 
I am going to give it to you, you 
can do what you want to with 
it.’ Hallelujah what a Saviour! 
Brother Box that night placed 
the bottle of whiskey on the pul- 
pit and told the story the man had 
told him. It had tremendous ef- 
fect and convinced the people 
more than ever that God is big 
enough to save any sinner. 

“I recommend Brother Box 
highly as an experienced evan- 
gelist and a real man of God. 
The blessings of our meeting will 
never cease. 

“Sincerely, 
“J. P. Dane, 


(Signed) Pastor.”’ 


Evangelist Kenneth A. Chap- 
man Is Commended by Pas- 
tors With Whom He Had 
a Union Tent Campaign 

We are happy to hear of the 
second successful tent campaign 
at Coalchester, IHinois, in which 
our brother, Kenneth A. Chap- 
man, did the preaching. Rev. 
Ernest Louderman, pastor of the 
First Christian Church, writes as 
follows: 

“T count it a real privilege to 


recommend Brother Kenneth 
Chapman to anyone desiring 
work in 


a revival of the 


ee 


their church, We of the four 
churches of our town have had 
our brother with us for such a 
meeting the past two years and 
are pleased with the success of 
these meetings. 

“I find Brother Chapman very 
wise in his preaching in a union 
insomuch that he treats 
the controversial subjects with 


much caution but still in no way 
compromising. I find Brother 
Chapman very zealous about soul 
winning and the best personal 
worker I have ever worked with. 
He saturates his messages with 
the Word of God and puts his 
whole soul into his preaching. 
He is very fearless concerning 
his preaching against sin, I find 
his character above reproach and 
him to be a very humble servant 
of God. 

“As to the finances of _ the 
meeting, he feels that to be @ 
very secondary thing, standing on 
the promise of the Word where 
it is said, ‘But my God shall sup- 
ply all your need according to 
His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus.” Brother Chapman has 
two chief interests when he comes 
into your community or church, 
first, that the unsaved be con- 
verted and, second, that when he 
leaves, your church will be strong- 
er in the faith. We have found 
that to be the results we have 
experienced after he is gone. I 
will heartily recommend him to 

(Continued on Page 7) 


service 


—<—— 


book with glowing praise. 


truth needed now. 
they are needed facts. 
destiny as it shall be. 


home, It will be a blessing.” 


to your unsaved friends,” 


volume, 


were no doubt effective.” 


of the gospel. If 
sermons. 


read this book, 


‘When Skeletons Come Out 


3 


of their Closets’ 


Unusual for a sermon title? 
to brin& hundreds to Christ in the great union revival campaigns of Dr. John R. Rice, 


rest of the title — 


WHEN CHICKENS COME HOME TO ROOST: WHEN GOD’S RECORD BOOKS ARE 
OPENED and SINNERS RECEIVE THEIR WAGES: WHEN THE DOOMED AND DAMNED 
ARE DRAGGED OUT OF HELL TO FACE CHRIST ON THE THRONE: 
KNEE SHALL BOW AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL CONFESS TO GOD AT THE LAST 


Perhaps 


JUDGMENT OF THE UNSAVED DEAD! 


— gives you a thumb-nail sketch of what the sermon is about. 
tention-holding and action compelling! 


binding fascination of all the sermons in this book, 


The Reviewers Say: 


Leading Christians and Christian publications have reviewed this 
Read these reports on the book: 


“Eleven sermons of the fiery, evangelistic type, so characteristic of 
Dr. Rice’s ministry, are contained in this new book. 
and style, abundant in striking illustrations, these sermons are unusually 7. Lost Sinners At the Cross of Christ 
heart-searching in their dealing with many of life’s problems. 
be blessed in reading them; and then you will want to pass on the book 


The Pilot 10 


“The minister who preached these sermons was terribly in earnest 
when he delivered them, and this quality runs throughout the printed 
The illustrative features are particularly good, and the stories 
used by the evangelist to drive home his teaching are persuasive and 


but this one sermon alone has been used of the Lord 


And it is typical of the power, the beauty, and the spell- 


The 


WHEN EVERY 


It is dragnatic, moving, at- 


Other Chapters: 


“All of these interesting messages are full of truth, needed truth, and 


Some awful facts are to be faced in this book, but 2. Appointed To Die 
The author portrays conditions as they are and 3. America Gets Back Her Scrap Iron 
This book is for this age and should be in every 4. The Backslider 
Baptist and Reflector 5. “The Master Is Come, 


Thee.” 


Simple in language 


You will 8. “What Shall I Do Then With Jesus?” 
9. The Uncondemning Saviour 


6. Christians Watching Jesus Die 


. Jesus, the Sinner’s Refuge 
11. The Last Invitation In the Bible 


and Calleth For 


The Standard 


Just as they would be used in an evangelistic 
campaign, there are some sermons to revive Chris- 
tians, to prepare them for revival and soul-winning 
and prevailing prayer; some sermons are specially 
for warning, arousing and convicting lost sinners; 
others are tender appeals and clear presentations 


you long for a renewal of the 


blessing of a revival, you will want to read these 
If you have loved ones who ought to hear 
the piercing, burning gospel, then see that they 


ALL THIS—and at a remarkably reasonable 
price! Order now, postpaid, at omy -.... 


Fleven sermons, 
packed pages of revival tears and 
glory and blessing. 
cloth binding is sturdy and at- 
tractive, and the title and author’s 
signature appear on it im gold, 
Every preacher ought to have a 
copy, every Christian home. Your 
ehurch, library or Sunday School 
library would find # a valuable 


addition. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS 


1. Why Does an All-Powerful God Sometimes Let Innocent 


Children Starve? 


2. How Could Christians in Heaven Be Happy if They Have 


Loved Ones in Hell? 


3. If Christians Honestly Believe in Heaven, Why Do The 
Get the Doctor When They Are Sick ? , y 


By the Editor 


Here are answers to an earnest 
inquiry of a lady in Boston who 
writes the editor. 

Dear Miss O-——---: 

K was nice of you to write me 
yecently and I ask your forbear- 
ance for the unavoidable delay in 
answering your letter. I will try 
to help you find the key of which 
you can unlock your own prob- 
lems on spiritual matters. 


1. You said, “I am told God is 
all-powerful; yet thousands of 
tmnocent children are allowed to 
starve. sWhy 7?” 


Surely a little thought or a 
little reading of the Word of God 
would have brought to your mind 
that God made man as creatures 
of choice and will. We are not 
animals, We are not machines or 
robots. God gave men the right 
to our choice, but that necessarily 
involves rewards for seeking His 
face ang pleasing Him, and pun- 
ishment for our sins. To blame 
God for the disasters that men 
bring upon themselves and upon 
their children is silly. 


Would you have it so that a man 
should never have any joy in his 
own children? Would you have # 
so that a man would never suffer 
because his sins brought suffering 
to his children? If so, then you 
would take away all the joy and 
responsibility of parenthood. Soa 
leader must be responsible for 
his followers. So a government 
must be responsible for its citizens. 
That is absolutely necessary for 
human virtue and human _sre- 
sponsibility and human happiness. 


It is obvious that God has 
plenty of provision in nature for 
the welfare and h&ppiness of man- 
kind. It is only by our Sins that 
we bring trouble upon ourselves 
and upon others around us. Yet 
I give my earnest testimony that 
I know by many years’ experience 
that God provides for and pro- 

tects the children of those who 
' Jove Him and trust Him and serve 
Him. 

Only by an honest facing of the 
sin question, and by realizing that 
*in must be punished and that a 
holy God must bring sin to judg- 
ment can you understand the prob- 
lems of evil in this world. 

2. You asked how your mother 
could be happy in Heaven if you 
“should Mayhap land in that Hell 
of which you write so glibly,” you 
say. In the first place, every 
honest preacher who believes the 
Bible and is acquainted with what 
Jesus Christ saiq on the matter 
can write or talk glibly about Hell. 
The Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
was so explicit on this matter, 
warning people of # again _and 
again, that every one who is a 
Christian, that is, every one who 
trusts im Jesus Christ and claims 
Him as Saviour, should certainly 
be clear in his thoughts and state- 
ments about #t. I do not claim 
to be original and I do not boast 
of unugual intelligence. I simply 
say that I know what Jesus said 
on the question, and since I am a 
Christian I believe it and warn 
people about it. H there was 4 
sneer in your letter on this mat- 
ter it was not a sneer at me but 
at Jesus Christ and His Word. No 
one is a Christian who does not 
accept the authority of Jesus 
Christ. If Jesus was wrong about 
Hell, then He was only = an 
ordinary man and not the Son of 
God as He claimed to be. Those 
Who are genuinely Christians must 
necessarily accept what Jesus 
said. 


I do 


amd if she 
not determinedly set your feet 
the pathway of a Christian 


them, H would not be 


Se 


—— ——— 


life while you were young, then 
I assure you that now. even in 
Heaven, she grieves about her 
failure, and if you go to Hell she 
will be sorry of it. But I assure 
you of this: that all of us who 
get to Heaven are going to be 
well pleased with what Jesus 
Christ does, and if you will not 
trust Him and take Him As your 
own Saviour and so go to Hell, 
then your mother will know that 
Jesus dig right, and she will be 
reconciled to that fact. Some peo- 
ple on earth may love their chil- 
dren better than they love 
but not in Heaven. 


If you are further interested in 
this matter of Christians in 
Heaven knowing what we do and 
being deeply interested about us, 
you might like my pamphiet on 
Bible Facts About Heaven, (Eight 
chapters, 50c), and my book, cloth- 
bound, “... and God Remembered, 
which has one chapter, a devo- 
tional Bible sermon, on “Tears in 
Heaven,” showing that Christians 
in Heaven have their joy tempered 
by sadness because of their sins 
and failures on earth. Opinions 
would not matter, but the Bible 
has a clear teaching on the sub- 
ject. 

3. You cannot understand why 
Christians do not ail want to die. 
But I can think of many reasons, 
and some of them are good ones. 
First, every Christian has re- 
sponsibilities here that are im- 
portant. Three of my daughters 
have not yet finished their edu- 
cation. One is only ten years old. 
The support and care of my family 
is properly dear to me. Unless I 
had clear assurance from God that 
it was His time for me to leave 
the part 
of Christian duty to wish to leave 
them uncared for. When tt ie 
clearly God's will for me to go, 
then I can trust Him to do what 
He no longer asks me to do. Like- 
wise, I have important and heavy 
duties in the Lord’s work. If my 
preaching was ever important, it 
is important now.. Thousands of 
people write me letters, as you 
have done. Other thousands read 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and read my books and pamphlets. 
In my revival campaigns many, 
many thousands of people have 
turned to Christ and found peace 
and forgiveness. Drunkards have 
been made sober. Convicts have 
been made law-abiding citizens. 
Harlots have been made pure. In- 
fidels have been made into be- 
lievers. Any sensible man would 
not want to leave this ministry 
without clear assurance from God 
that it was His time. 

Then again, the teaching of the 
Bible everywhere is that one 
ought to care for the body. The 
Bible clearly teaches, “Is any 
afflicted? let him pray. ke any 
merry? let him sing psalms. Is 
any sick among you? let him call 
for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him... And 
the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick and the Lord shall raise him 
up” (James 5:13-15). KH is 
clearly the Lord’s will that none 
of us should lightly lay down our 
lives. 

Then it is only fair to say also 
that Christians are human beings 
and that self-preservation is in- 
stinctive. It is not strangé if 
some Christians are in sudden 
emergencies afraid to die. I know 
children who love their daddies 
devotedly and believe in them im- 
plicitly, yet who tremble to jump 
off of something high into the 
fathers’ arms. God put certain 
protective instincts into the human 
character. But when a good 
Christian comes down to the 
point of death, I chn say to you, 
as one who has sat by many a 
deathbed, that such earnest Chris- 
tians almost always have sweet 
peace. Worldly and half-hearted 
Christians are not always resigned 


to go. 


God, } 


(Continued from Page 6) 
any pastor wanting a revival.” 

Rev. Arthur P. Hallbom, pas- 
tor of The First Baptist Church 
in Coalchester, Dlinois, says; 

“Evangelist Kenneth Chapman 
has been with us here at Coalches- 
ter, Illinois, in two union tent 
campaigns. He was with us last 
Summer and again this summer. 
God has given our brother great 
wisdom as an evangelist. His 
preaching is convincing, uncom- 
promising, true to the Bible, and 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

“Brother Chapman does not 
spare himself in any way. He puts 
his whole heart and soul into his 
preaching and also keeps busy 
during the day doing personal 
work. We have gone out togeth- 
er doing personal work and our 
brother has dealt kindly and ef- 
fectively with those who need 
Christ. 

“Four churches have been par- 
ticipating in our union meetings 
and Brother Chapman's ministry 
has been profitable to each de- 
nomination. He has emphasized 
the great cardinal truths of the 
gospel with a definite desire to 
win the lost and lead the Chris- 
tians to a more separated and 
consecrated life. 


“May the Lord continue to use 
our brother to the salvation of 
many precious souls.” 

A letter of August 23 from 
Brother Chapman praises’ the 
Lord for a good revival in Ash 


Flat, Arkansas, Brother Chap- 
man says: 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 

““Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow!’ 

“The Lord has again proven 


that great revivals can be had 
yet today. August 1-15 I was 
with a little Baptist churh in 
Ash Flat, Arkansas. The town 


is very small, about 250 in popu- 


With the Evangelists 


- 


lation, I belheve. 
us a wonderful revival there. 
Twenty people came and were 
carefully dealt with and publicly 
confessed the Lord Jesus as Sav- 
iour. There were twenty-one ad- 
ditions to the Baptist church, and 
nine of the converts did not unite 
with the Baptist church. I think 
most of the ones who did not 
unite with the Baptist will join 
the Methodist, and one, I know, 
planned to join the Christian 


Church. 
“There were _ thirty-five who 
came forward renouncing all 


forms of worldliness and dedicat- 
ing themselves wholeheartedly to 
the Lord. So altogether’ there 
were sixiy-five definite public de- 
cisions for Christ made. Older 
people all said it was the best 
meeting they can remember be- 
ing in that town. 

“Surely the Lord is good and I 
praise Him for this great revival 
meeting. He does answer prayer 
and give great revivals today! 

“I trust that you are well and 
God is blessing abundantly. May 
God richly bless your radio min- 
istry and enable you to feach 
many souls through it. Pray for 
me when you think of me. 

“In Jesus’ name, 
(Signed) “Kenneth Chapman 
“John 3:30; Gal. 2:20” 

Brother Chapman’s home is at 
1235 N.._St. Louis Street, West 
Plains, Missouri. He is a gradu- 
ate of Moody’ Bible Institute, 
sound in doctrine, growing in ex- 
perience. May God richly bless 
his ministry. 

Brother Chapman in an earlier 
letter said, “T am beginning now to 
Save to be able to come to a fu- 
ture Sword Conference, and I 
hope it won’t be too far distant. 
May God bless you, my brother. 
I am praying for you. Pray for 


building.” 


August 20, 1948 
Dear Brother N 


Thank you for your letter. I 
have gone very carefully over 


Brother W-- "g opinion. You 
will understand, of course, that 
Brother W - is of the group 


which believes that the church 
started at Pentecost and he would 
be prejudiced, quite naturally, 
against any Bible interpretation 
that does not fit with this view. 
He is a good, honest man and I 
have a very high regard for him, 
but his opinion in such a matter is 
not conclusive. 


I note the quotation from Drs. 
Dana and Mantey (I am not a 
good Greek scholar at all, but 
Dr. Mantey himself was my 
teacher in Southwestern Semin- 
ary, and Dr. Dana in the same 
schools). Note carefully that the 
Manual Grammar of the Greek 
New Testament which Dr. W 
quoted, says, “It is this foretold oc- 
currence of a future event which 
is its basal significance, and any 
qualifying idea is derived from 
the context or the nature of the 
verbal idea.” Exactly. The word 
oikodomes, translated build, means 
simply “to build a house,” and in 
the New Testament usage it is 
quite clear that always such a 
progressive work is indicated by 
this verb. “Built his house wpon 
a rock,” “Built a tower,” “Ye 


the Bible daily. KM is surprising 
what peace and joy, what light 
upon a dark pathway, what 
answers to pressing problems one 
will find who begins to read with 
a reveremt and believing heart the 
Word of God. 

If I can help you further, I 
hope you will write me _ very 
frankly. Be assured of my good 
will and my interest in your 
problems. I wish I could know 
you personally and be whatever 
help a friend might be. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 


I hope you wéll set out to read, 


John R, Rice 


HIS CHURCH AT PENTECOST? 


By the Editor 


In an article in THE SWORD OF THE LORD some time 
ago I said that the words of Jesus in Matthew 16:18, “.. . 
I will build my church,” might well be translated, “I will be 
I think those interested in the subject will find 
the following correspondence helpful. 


build the tombs of the prophets’’ 
—always the kKiea is not of a 
sudden event but of a slow, labor- 
ious building, stone upon stone. 
And that is exactly the way 
Christ is building His church, 
convert upon convert. 


This term could not sensibly 
be applied to the instantaneous 
coming of the Holy’ Spirit at 
Pentecost but refers to the con- 
tinual building with new converts 
being put into the body of Christ 
as they are saved. For example, 
I Peter 2:5 says, “Ye also, as 
lively stones, are built up a spir- 
itual house, an holy priesthood, 


to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.” And in the margin of 


my Scofield Bible, instead of 
“are built up a spiritual house,” 
is this rendering, “are being built 
up.” That is exactly the idea of 
building, and that is exactly the 
way the church is being built. 
Every new convert is taken by 
the Holy Spirit and baptized into 
the body of Christ, built into 
the body of Christ and becomes 
a part of this house. Jesus could 
not have meant one _ kind of 
building in Matthew 16:18 and 
another way of building im I 
Peter 2:5. i must insist, with 
many scholars, that when Jesus 
said, “I will build my church,” 
He meant the very same church 
He is now building, and the verb 
used for to build necessarily im- 
plies continued building, not one 
instantaneous act. No one builds 
a house as suddenly as the Holy 
Spirit came upon Christians at 
Pentecost, and Jesus would not 
have used the term which means 
to build a house if He had meant 
something so utterly unlike build- 
ing. 

This translation, “I will be 
building,” was first called to my 
attention, I believe, in the writ- 
ings of the late B. H. Carroll, gi- 
gantic founder of the Southwest- 
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MEET US 
AT CHICAGO! 


By the Editor 


Better save Thanksgiving Week, 
November 21-28, for a great con 
ference on evangelism at the Chi- 
cago Gospel Tabernacle § {the 
famous Paul Rader Tabernacie) 


sponsored by THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. 


There are 2,800 seats, and we 
hope to fill them all. 


Speakers already promised ™ 
clude: 


Dr. Bob Jones 

Dr. Joe Henry Hankins 
Evangelist Billy Graham 
Evangelist William H. Rice 

Dr. Faris Whitesell, Professor 


of Evangelism at the Northerm 
Baptist Seminary 
Mr. Harry Saulnier, head @ 


the Pacific Garden Mission 


Mr. Frank Sheriff, Executive 
Secretary of the Christian Busi- 
ness Men's Committee of Chicago, 
and of course, the editor, Evan- 
gelist John R. Rice. 


Among musicians to help are 
Elbert Tindiley, the famous colored 
singer, and Emil Aanderud, extra- 
ordinary cornetist. 

Auxiliary conferences are to be 
held in Wheaton and two other 
nearby cities at the same time, 
with cooperation from the best 
Christian leaders, 

Meet us in Chicago Thanks 
giving Week. Come to learn how te 
win souls, how to have revivaila, 
how to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Come to be revived im 
heart, to wait of God for His 
blessing. 

THE GREATEST PROGRAM, 
THE GREATEST ATTENDANCE, 
THE GREATEST BLESSING OF 
ALL THE SWORD CONFER- 
ENCES ON EVANGELISM 
EXPECTED, 


A 


ern Baptist Theological Semin 
ary. 

As the author quoted says, “Ang 
qualifying idea is derived from 
the context or the nature of the 
verbal idea.” The verbal idee 
here of etkedomeo certainly is not 
aoristic or punctiliar, that is, & 
is not one simple and instantan 
eous future event which Jesus 
meant in Matthew 16:18. Necesm 
sarily building a house is not one 
instantaneous event but a series 
of events, and the series of events 
will continue until the last living 
stone is built into the house 
which now, the Scripture saya, 
“groweth unto an holy temple im 


the Lord: In whom ye _ alse 
are builded together...” (Eph. 
2:21, 22). 

Dr. W— says, “I submit 


that any one who really knows 
Greek, would not translate by 
using durative action in connee 
tion with a future tense word.” J] 
call Dr. W ’s attention t& 
the plain statement which he 
himself quoted from page 191 of 
Dana and Mantey Manual Gram 
mar of the Greek New Testa 
ment, “Any qualifying idea is de 
rived from the context or the 
nature of the verbal idea.” And@ 
where the verbal idea nage. 
involves durative action, as bui 
ing a house does, then any ome 
who knows Greek would surely 
allow the translation using com 
tinuing action. And _ certainly 
that is the opinion of mang 
Greek scholars about the tran» 
lation of Matthew 16:18. Jesus 
did not mean, “I will inst 
build my church.” He me 
‘As men build a house, stone 
stone, so I will build (be b 
ing) my church, convert by com 
vert.’ And that house still “grow 
eth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord: In whom ye also are buil® 
ed together for a habitation @ 
God through the Spirit.” 

No one can put Matthew 16:38 
and I Peter 2:5 and Ephesians 
2:21, 22 together and come. out 
with an instantaneous building. 

Thank you for the letter. Thank 
you for the booklet sent also. % 
was already familiar with t om 
quoted by Dr. Ironside in ii 
book, A Short History of the 
Brethren Movement. 

Im the Saviour’s name, yourm, 

John R. Riee. 


JRR/vw 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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(Continued from Page 3) 


the rich and the poor, the high 
and the low, the good and the 
bad, the clean and the unclean], 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son (the only one He had, the One 
who had been with Him from 
the morning of eternity], that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
fot perish, but have everlasting 
life’” (John 3:16). 

When I stand at the coffin of 
my dead and [I look through 
blinding tears at the cold face, 
I turn away for a moment and see 
@ne hanging on the tree in agonies 
and blood, and that answers 
everything. When planes fly over 
@ties and bombs drop and babies 
are mangled ang women are dead 
a@nd boys are killed and soldiers 
mever come back, I just turn 
away from the smoke of the 
éxplosion and the dust of destruc- 
tion and take a little look at 
@alvary where the Lamb of God 
hangs and bleeds and dies. Wait 
& minute, what do you want to 
know?’ You crazy sinner, what 
@lse do you want? Calvary 
answers it all. That is the answer. 

Listen, you Christians, that is 
your answer to the world. That 
is your story. Isn’t it sufficient? 
What else do you want? What 
@ise are you looking for? What 
@lse are you asking for? You 
wnderstand it, don’t you? 

“Thou art the Christ, the Son 
ef the living God.” “Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven.” 


When Jesus Christ was in this | 


| 


many | 


world they said a good 
things about Him. He endured | 
such contradiction of sinners! Oh, | 
the things they said about Him! | 
One said one thing and somebody 
@lse said another thing. What 
@trange things they said. They 
Said, ‘He is a carpenter’s son, he 
is just one of us.’ One day they 
saw Him walking on the water 
@md they said, ‘He is a ghost; he 
isn't real.’ Is he real to you? 

e day @ man, a scholar, a 

ntleman, a religious man, saw 
im at night. He said to Jesus, 
Wou know, we have come to the 
@onclusion that You must have 
@orhe from God.’ Listen, that is 
the highest reach of a human 
imtellect—an effort to understand 
#esus Christ. That is as high as 
Man can go. ‘You must have 
g@ome from God,’ this man said to 
Jesus. 

Jesus said, ‘You do not need a 
teacher. It would not do any good 
to teach you. You would not know 
what I was teaching. You need 
@ life-giver. You need to be 
born again.’ 

They saw Him one day im the 

arden after He was raised from 
She dead. They thought He was 
the gardener. A gardener never 
creates anything. All a gardener 
does is to bring out of nature 
What is already there. The 

ardener helps nature unfold 
ome people look on Jesus not as 
gone who creates life but as one 
who beautifies life. They are 
willing to say that God paints the 
pose. Yes, but it is God who puts 
Mfe in the roots and makes the 
wose bloom. Yes, He does touch 
life into beauty, but He also 
makes life. “He that hath the 
fon hath life; and he that hath 
mot the Son of God hath not life” 
— 5:12). Here a man said, 
ou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” You cannot 
fiscover that. That is a revelation 
om God the Father. “This is 
my beloved Son,” that is what 
@od says. You might imagine 
that, but you could not know it 
_ & God did not tell you. 


Only Born-Again People 
Can Know God 

Years ago I was holding a 
Maeceting in a very cultured city. 
B& lady in that city said to me, 
“Dr. Jones, we have in this city 
the most brilliant man I know. He 
is a Unitarian. I do not know 
how to talk to him. Will you 
tell me how to convert him?” 

I said, “That is dead easy; just 
@eonvert him!” The man who 
doubts the deity of Jesus Christ, 
has never been born again. 
Brother, you may doubt some 
things, but when you put a ques- 
tion mark after the virgin birth 
ef Jesus and the incarnation of 


Knowing God 


a 


have never been born again, 

When I was a litle country boy 
I might not have known what the 
word deity meant. I might not 
have understood the words vicari- 
ous and substitution, but that 
night at the front seat at that 
country church when I met Jesus 
Christ I knew that I had met God 
Almighty. Nobody but God could 
do for me what Jesus Christ did 
that night and what He has done 
a thousand times since. Do you 
know Him? You can know Him. 

Some of you are in the fog. 
Some of you are tossed about 
upon the sea, the restless, storm- 
tossed sea. I am so sorry for 
you. You know I have something 
in my breast that is so precious. 
I would not part with it for all 
the world. I tell the folks at our 
college that if any student goes 
out without knowing Jesus, we 
have failed. Never mind how 
much knowledge that student 
might have gained, if he goes out 
without knowing Jesus Christ, we 
have failed that student. 

If you do not know Jesus, it 
will not matter much what else 
you know. And if you know Jesus 
you know nearly everything that 
is worth knowing. Ps 

Years ago I was in Memphis, 
Tennessee, in a _ revival, One 
morning we had a testimony meet- 
ing. I said, “I want you to tell 
us what Jesus means to you in 
just a sentence. You cannot tell 
everything He means, but tell us 
something He means. 

A man got up and said, “He is 


eee — 


: 


the best Friend I had.” 
Another one got up and said, “He 
the 
cultured man 


ever 


is my Comfort in hour of 


sorrow.” A rather 
said, “He is my Star of Hope in 
the night of despair.” Another 
said, “He is my personal Saviour,” 
Another said, “He is my daily 
Companion and my best Friend.” 
Another said, “He is dearer to 
me than my mother.” Somebody 
said, “He is my all in all,” 


On the second seat 1 saw an 
old man. The fingers of time 
had pinched his face full of 
wrinkles. His hair was as white 
as snow. He got hold of the seat 
in front of him and tried to pull 
up. He made several efforts and 
it looked as if he were not going 
to make it. I was just getting 
ready to say, “Brother, you don’t 
have to get up; just keep your 
seat and tell us.”” But he would 
not stop. He pulleg up. He stood 
there for a minute with his old 
feeble shoulders trembling under 
the weight of his years and then he 
began to straighten up. He threw 
his shoulders back. He looked 
like a soldier on parade as he said 
something that I shall never for- 
get. He said. “Brother Bob I 
haven't got much in this world 
besides Jesus, but come to think 
about it, a fellow doesn’t need 
much else.” And he sat back 
down. 

If you have Jesus Christ and 
know Him as your Saviour and 
God is your Father, brother, you 
know about everything that is 
worth knowing. And if you do not 
know that, you do not know any- 
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thing that is worth knowing, when 
you think of the things in the 
light of eternity. 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” “Flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven,”’ 


I want every head to be bowed, 
every eye closed while I ask you 
something: how many people here 
can say, “Bob Jones, I know what 


you are talking about. I met 
Jesus, too. I know Him; He is 
my personal Saviour. i know 


Jesus Christ. When I called God 
‘Father’ I know what I am talking 
about. I know I am saved.” Do 
you know it? If you do, put your 
hand up. (Hands are _ raised.) 
Thank God, keep them just a 
moment. It looks as if it might 
be almost unanimous. Now you 
may take your hands down. 


Now, while our eyes are still 
closed, I wonder if there :s some- 
body here today who says, “‘Bob 
Jones, I have known Jesus in 
sweet fellowship. I have been 
born again. But I have been out 
of fellowship with Christ, and I 
haven’t any. peace as I used to 
have, God helping me, tonight 
while our heads are bowed here 
under these trees on this hillside 
service, the best I know how I 
will come back into fellowship with 
Christ right where I am sitting.” 
If you can say that, put your 
hand up. (Some hands are raised.) 

I wonder if there is somebody 
here tonight who can say, “I have 
never been a Christian. I have 
never been saved. But I believe 
that Jesus Christ died on the cross 
to save me and I believe He is able 
to save me. I know I cannot save 
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myself, and right where I am 
right now, the best I 
trust 


my Saviour and from tonight on 
I want to be found on His side.” 
If you will say that while our 
heads are bowed and our eyes are 
closed, put your hand up. It may 
be that there is nobody here who 
is not a Christian, but if there 
is one here, trust Him where you 
are and put your hand up. 
PRAYER: Blesseq Jesus, we 
do love Thee. You know we love 
You. We could not get along 
without You, Jesus; we would be 
so lonely. We might have our 
loved ones die and leave us and 
still get along someway; but 
Jesus, we wouldn't know what to 
do if we did not have You near 
us. You are so wonderful. Thank 
You for dying for us. Thank You 
for coming all the way down the 
stairway from the noonday of 
Heaven to the midnight of this 
earth. Thank You for going to 
the cross, bearing our sing in Your 
wonderful and precious body. 
Thank You for coming out of the 
tomb. Thank You for saving us. 
Jesus, You can have anything we 
have. If we have held back any- 
thing, we would like to surrender 
it to You. May this be a wonder- 
ful time here this week. Let a 
revival sweep over Winona. Lord, 
we need a revival. Let one break 
out here that these preachers will 
take back to their churches. Go 
with us to the next service. May 
we meet -Jesus there. And now 
may the grace of the Lord Jesus, 
the love of God and the commun- 
ion of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all, Amen, 
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Clothbound with 


In the Sword Book of Treasures you will 
find stories to entertain and cheer and com- 
fort your heart; articles of teaching and in- 
struetion; essays and messages of inspiration 
sermons to bless and change 
Truly the cream of articles and 
sermons published in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD for many, many years, this remarkable 
book stands alone in the realm of Christian 


Men Who Do Things! 


These men are outstanding Christian lead- 
ers of our day, and some from days goneé by. 
Famous preachers like R. A. Torrey, S. D. 
Gordon, and B. H. Carroll are represented 
here to help you be a better Christian, to pro- 
vide hours of reading pleasure, and to teach 
They are men who do things—Dr. Sam 
Morris, the leading exponent of prohibition 
today; Dr. Hyman Appelman, internationally- . 
known evangelist who has been so greatly 
used of God; Dr. Robert L. Moyer, long a 
leading influence in the Northwestern Schools 
at Minneapolis, Minnesota and pastor of the 
First Baptist Caurch there; Dr. Bob Jones, 
founder of Bob Jones University; George Cut- 
useful and well-known English 
gelist; Dr. Walter L. Wilson, a Christian phys- 
ician and a wonderful soul-winner who is in 
constant demand as a Bible 
speaker and Bible teacher, and many, many 


TREASURES! 


What are the most important things to a Christian? 
‘‘The Lord Jesus Christ,”’ you say. By all means! 


“The Bible, the Word of God,” another adds. Definitely! 
“Salvation—the wonderful love of our Saviour.” Of utmost im- 


portance! 


“The glory of answered prayer,” a Christian rejoices. Yes! 
“The certainty and assurance we have as Christians.’’ Of course! 


The Sword Book of Treasures 
(Edited and Compiled by Dr. John R. Rice) 


has chapters on these very topics, and many others dearest to the hearts of Chris- 
Two of the most moving messages you ever read on the wonder 
Articles that are real classics on all these 
A valuable sermon by Hyman 


tians everywhere. 
of the Bible are included in 


subjects so precious to a Christian are included. 
Appelman on “The Jew in History and Destiny” is unique, logical and explains 


this book. 


questions now in the minds of many people, 
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Look at These 21 Wonderful Chapters! 


. Pearls of Paradise by Clinton N. Howard. 
The Wonder of the Book by Dyson Hague. 
God’s Abounding Love by T. Myron Webb, 
Our Solitary Saviour by R. L. Moyer. 
The Christian and War by R. L. Moyer. 
The Finnish Gold Story by S. D. Gordon. 
My Infidelity and What Became of It by B. H. Carroll, 

. Mother’s Bible or Anchors of Hope by Sam Morris. 

. Mr. Moody and The Free-Thinkers by George Soltau. 

. Seven Men Went Singing Into Heaven, translated by Major Clara 


. The Most Interesting Thing I Ever Heard by Bob Jones, Sr. 
. Whose Body Is Yours? by Dr. Walter Wilson... 
. Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment by George Cutting. 
. How I Know There Is a God by R. A. Torrey. 
. A Thrilling Christmas Time on the Frontier by a Pastor's Wife. 
. The Only Way by Oswald J. Smith. 
. The Jew in History and Destiny by Hyman J. Appelmaa, 
. Stopping the Stork by B. H. Shadduck, 

. Unseen Resources by John R. Rice. 

. Blessings Through Trouble by John R, Rice. 
. Judas Iscariot by John R. Rice, 


A Beautiful Book! 


This lovely. book has 21 chapters, 352 pages, 
and is bound in green pebbled cloth, with the 
name stamped on the cover in gold leaf, 
comes complete with a beautifully printed dust 
jacket, ready to be used as a gift or to be added 
to your library of “best books.” 
it is sturdy and well-made, for you'll réad it 
over and over and treasure it. 
of this size and quality sell for much more, but 
because of the large edition we are able to offer 
it at a remarkably low price. 


Clothbound, with jacket 
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